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EXPLANATION 


It has been shown by various experiments in the psychology 
of learning that one of the most economical ways of learning 
to speak a language is by many short, well-spaced practices— 

e.e. ten minutes at a time. , 

It has been found, also, that the best method of learning 

is bv “attempted recall” (by trying to remember). 

The difficulty in putting these facts into practice has been 
that there have not been, up to the present, lesson boo s 
which make such practice in odd-moments recall possible. 
These lessons are the outcome of an attempt to evoke a 
lesson-form which will make such learning possible. The 
work has involved many false starts, but the present form is 
what finally crystallized out. All these lessons (except a few 
late additions to cover special points) have been taught in 

the class and later emended. 

Part I consists of simple situations to practise the method. 


Part II gives examples of situations which are typical of a 
certain point of grammar. 

Part III gives useful groups of idioms all on one subject. 

Part IV deals with certain very necessary points which 
are intermediate between the grammar and the nook of 
etiquette (and so tend to be omitted from both). 

Part V deals with the foreigner’s difficulty in getting just 
the right degree of emphasis or emotion. 

Part VI shows instances of the application of the system 
to word-study. 

I am grateful to the French, Polish, Portuguese and Indian 
learners who co-operated in the work. 


NOTE TO THE TEACHER 

Each lesson is (1) Introduced in the class; (2) Learned in 
odd moments ; (3) Reproduced in the next class. 

The lesson consists of : 

A. A Dialogue. 

B. Questions on the dialogue. 

9 



10 NOTE TO THE TEACHER 

C. Guide Words. These are used as a prompt in learning 
the dialogue by recall. 

D. Exercises on special idioms. 


Classroom Procedure 

1. Test. The students recite the last dialogue in pairs,* one 
saying the X part and another the Y. This goes round the 
class. The best students use no help ; weak students use §C 
(Guide Words). 

2. New Lesson. 

(a) The teacher reads over the dialogue in §A, calling for 
translation where necessary, so as to ensure understanding. 
The questions (§B) are asked and answered. 

(b) The teacher reads over the dialogue, emphasizing the 
rhythm. The students read with him and mark any words 
which they tend to mispronounce, especially the diphthongs 
and double vowels (see page 14). 

(c) The students begin to study with the Guide Words 
(§C). Meanwhile the teacher goes round the class hearing 
each read individually and marking the mistakes on the 
student's book. When each student has read, he turns to §D. 

(d) When all the students have read, the teacher runs 
quickly over §D. The exercises are done round the class. 

The students learn the lesson afterwards—in odd moments. 
(It usually takes about four short practices.) 

* The last two lessons may be reviewed in this way. 



NOTES FOR THE LEARNER 

The System 

!. Read over the Dialogue (§A) with the teacher. 
(a) Be sure that you understand it; (b) Get the 
pronunciation right. Also read and understand §D. 

2 Learn §A in odd moments until you can say it 
from the Guide Words (§C) or with no help at all. 
Say it as a dialogue, with someone else taking the 
other part, if possible. Failing that, cover one side 
of the Guide Words and say it looking at the other 

half. 


How to Learn 

1. Learn by Trying to Remember.— Keep your eyes 
on the Guide Words (§C) and look at §A only when 
you have forgotten and need reminding. 

2. Learn by Speaking.-Do not merely think the 
words, but whisper or mutter them; say them as if 
they were real; act them ; language is not a set of 
words ; it is a form of behaviour. 

3. Never speak with your eyes on the book— Look up 
and imagine that you are speaking to someone. 

'W 

4. Scatter Your Practices.— Three ten-minute prac¬ 
tices are far better than one half-hour. So go over 
the lesson at odd moments (e.g. in the train, bus, 

restaurant). 


11 
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NOTES FOR THE LEARNER 


Pronunciation 

Stresses and Rhythm.— The most important thing 
in making yourself understood in English is to get the 
rhythm. The stresses (beats) are marked in all the 
dialogues, thus a, e, I, 6, u. 

This is the house that Jack built. 

R L R L 

These stresses fall very regularly. If you march 
along saying the sentence, 4 * This ” will be said on the 
right foot and 44 house ” on the left, etc. (In fact, the 
best way of learning the rhythm of these dialogues is 
to recite them while walking along.) 

Notice that at every punctuation or pause-mark 
( | ) the rhythm is interrupted ; the voice stops, but 
the feet go on ; then it starts again, regular as 
before.* 

(Lesson 1) : 44 It’s that blue one | over 

there, near the window.” 

The stresses usually fall on the important words, so 
that if you hear only the stressed words, you get the 
sense—as if the sentence had been compressed into a 
telegram : 44 Come at once | your mother is seriously 
ill.” 44 Come once moth- ser- ill.” Proper names and 
numbers are always stressed. 

Contractions.—If the Englishman keeps the rhythm 


* The rhythm is sometimes broken so as to get great emphasis, 
as when a public speaker stops and looks round the hall. “ This is 
the house that | Jack built ” = “ not the house that Henry built; 
look how much nicer it is.” E.g. Lesson 4—1Y and Lesson 27. 
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NOTES FOR THE LEARNER 

(R-L-R-L) of his stresses so regular, how does he 
arrange that the stress falls on the important words ? 
He does it by hurrying over the unstressed words and 

syllables. 

In order to do this : (1) He contracts certain words ; 
(2) He neutralizes vowels. 

1. Contractions. 


I am 

I’m 

we are 

we’re 

he is 

he’s 

they are 

they’re 

he is not 

he isn’t 

they are not 

they aren’t 

I will - 

I’ll 

I have 

I’ve 

he will - 

he’ll 

I had 

I’d 

shall not 

shan’t 

I would 

I’d 

will not - 

won’t 




These contracted forms should nearly always* be 
used in conversation unless the word is stressed. 

2 Neutral Vowels.—He neutralizes vowels—that 
is, he changes them into the sound a (as in Murder, 
ma: da). Neutralized vowels in the lessons are shown 

thus : a, e, I, 6, u. 

The sign * in the lessons, e.g. the, does NOT show 
a short vowel: it shows a NEUTRAL VOWEL, a. 

“ This is the house that Jack built.” 


* There is sometimes a very light stress which is shown by not 
contracting or not neutralizing the vowel : e.g. 4 have in— I may 
as well have a look ” (G—4Y). 




NOTES FOR THE LEARNER 


The following words are nearly always neutral 
unless they are stressed: 


a, an had, has, have them for but 

and than were from 

are that of 

as was 

at can 

The is neutral before a consonant—The man—but 
becomes Y before a vowel—The only man (thi yonly). 

To is neutral before a consonant—To go—but 
before a vowel it becomes Tw, To eat—Tweet. 


(Aren’t, hadn’t, can’t, etc., are not neutralized.) 

You will find that after about fifteen lessons this 
rhythmical beat begins to come to you automatically. 
When you get it you find that English people suddenly 
begin to understand you more easily, even when you 
are speaking at some distance away or on the tele¬ 
phone. You can measure your progress by the actual 
distance in yards at which an Englishman can under¬ 
stand your ordinary speaking voice. 


Diphthongs and Double Vowels. —The diphthongs 
do not have much effect on your being understood, 
but they affect your “ foreign accent ” a good deal. 
Two points cause most trouble: 


1. The pure sound O, as in Hdtel (French) is not 
found in English ; it is always a diphthong o-u— 
Ho-utel (English). As a reminder you may put a 
diphthong sign (..) under any O’s which give trouble, 
thus : 41 Go home alone.” 
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NOTES FOR THE LEARNER 

2. The stressed long vowel in English has a double 
sound—a diphthong of the same vowel twice with the 
stress usually on the second : thus Fil (French), but 

English Fe-el : the English sound is e-e, as in “ Be 
easy.” You may add the diphthong sign (..) under 
any double vowels which give trouble. “ He needs 

hard food ” (He ne-eds ha-ad fo-od).* 

•• •• 

• Notice the marking : looks-short stressed, Inks ; food-long 
stressed, fo-od. 



shows stress. shows neutral vowel, o. 

Part I 

SIMPLE SITUATIONS 

LESSON 1. THE CLOAKROOM 

This Is my hat; this hat’s mine. 

This hat’s mine; this one’s mine. 


A. Dialogue 

(X — cloakroom attendant; Y = guest.) 

X. Is this coat yours, sir ? this br5wn one ? 

Y. No, that isn’t mine. 

X. Well, is this one yours ? 

Y. No. Mine’s blue. 

X. Which blue one is it ? 

Y. It’s that blue one | over there, near the 
window. 

X., Is this it ? 

Y. That’s right! Thanks ! 

X. Excuse me, sir ; is this parcel yours ? 

Y. So it is ! I nearly forgot it ! 



B. Questions 

Names of persons (e.g. X, Y) are always stressed, so have 

not been marked. 

1. Who is X ? 

2. Wlio is Y ? 

3. Is Y’s coat brown ? 

4. What colour is Y’s coat ? 

5. Where is Y’s coat ? 

6. What did Y leave behind ? (“ He left . . .”) 

7. What did Y nearly do ? 


16 



1. THE CLOAKROOM 
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C. Guide Words 


1. Is-cy, - ? t b - ? 

No, that — m 

2. W, - this - y ? 

No + --blue 

8. Which b - ? 

It - that —, o t, — window 

4. Is - - ? 

That - - ! Th ! 

5. E me, s ; - this p - ? 

S--! Inf it! 


D. Exercises 

Use one, ones 

1 . I like this hat, this red hat. . 

2. I want some novels; I don’t want old novels ; I want 

new novels. . . . 

8. A loaf of bread, please ; a large loaf. 

4. I am trying to find a porter. Have you seen a porter 

TrU take these handkerchiefs, these blue handkerchiefs. 
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SIMPLE SITUATIONS 
LESSON 2. BUS 49 


/ Cond. 

X. 
Cond. 

2 -! 

X. 
Cond. 


3 .< 


X. 


Y. 


4.*n 


X. 


Y. 

5.< X. 





Cond. 


X. 


A. Dialogue 

(The Conductor ; Mr. X ; Mrs. Y.) 


Where to ? 

Oxford Circtis. 

You’re going the wrong way. You’re 
going away from it. 

Oh dear ! What shall I do ? 


Get off at th£ next stop. Cr5ss over th£ 
road | and take a Forty-nine. (X 
does this.) 

Is this right for Oxford Circiis ? 


Yes. Take your place &t thfc back of th& 
queue. 

Thank you. Have you been waiting 
here l5ng ? 


No, not long. It’s a gdod service. 

There’s a Forty-nine | just coming round 
the corner. 


Hurry on, please. Room f6r one on top. 
Pass right down, please. Full up ! 
Hold tight 1 
One twopenny,* please. 


B. Questions 

1. Where does X want to go ? 2. Where is X going ? 

8. What must X do ? 4. Which bus must X take ? 

5. Where must X stand ? 6. Has Y been waiting long ? 

7. Where is the 49 bus coming ? 8. How must the people 

get on ? 9. Why doesn’t X go on top ? 10. How must the 

people make room for others ? 


* tupni 
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2. BUS 49 

C. Guide Words 


1. - -? 

Oxford Circus 

2.-wrong- + You’re 

- away — 

O - ! What-? 

8. Get-next s + Co 

— & - a 49 

Is - right-? 

4. Yes +-back — q 

T v +-waiting— ? 

5. No, - - + It - - good - 

There - - 49-corner 

6. - on, - + - - one - top + 
Pass - + F u ! 

H -! 

- 2d., - 


D. Exercises 

The wrong way— “ The wrong way to do it.” 

The wrong way up (= upside down). 

Service— “ A good service of trains.” “ The service 
in this restaurant is slow (bad). 

Use the phrases (3C, 3X, etc., show in which sentences 
of the dialogue the answer is to be found) : 

1 . [Go to the other side of) the road. (3C) 

2. [Is this train going to] Brighton ? (3X) 

3. Please [go to your right places]. (4Y) 

4. Turn round ! You are [not going in the right direction]. 

^ 5. [Are there many trains] between London and Brighton ? 

(5Y) 

6. [The waiters are very slow] in this hotel. (5Y) 

7. The train [will be here very soon]. (5X) 

8. Mr. Jones [will be with you in a moment]. (5X) 

9 Go [as far as you can] to the bottom of the stairs. (6C) 
lo! Walk [to the furthest end of the] passage. (6C) 

11. [I can take one more person] in my car; now the car 

is 

12 [There are no seats in] the cinema. (6C) 

13 You have hung the picture [bottom upwards]. (§D) 
14*. [Take a firm hold]; I’m going to pull you up. (6C) 
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SIMPLE SITUATIONS 
LESSON 3. THE HAIRDRESSER 


When a question is asked in the form of a statement, look 
up on the last word, and the voice will of itself go up with 
the eyes, e.g. 3Y, 6Y. 



A. Dialogue 

Haircut, please. 

How d’you want it ? 

Short at th£ sides and back. 

It’s getting a bit thin on top. 

That’s to be expected at my age : I’m over 
sixty. 

I’ve some very good hair-tonic (?).* 

If hair-tonic was any good, no rich men 
would be bald. 

The weather’s getting a bit warmer, sir. 

Yes : about time too ! 

How will this do, sir ? 

That’s all right. That’ll do. 

Y'ou’re sure you won’t have the hair- 
tonic ? * 


B. Questions 

1. What does X want ? 

2. How must X’s hair be cut ? 

3. Where is X’s hair thin ? 

4. What must you expect when you’re over 60 ? 

5. What does Y try to sell ? 

6. Who wouldn’t be bald if hair-tonic was any good ? 

7. What’s the weather doing ? 

8. Ought the weather to be getting warmer now ? 

9. Is X’s hair all right ? 


Eyes up; voice up. 
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C. Guide Words 


1. H c, - 

-want - ? 

2.-sides & - 

It’s-thin - t 

3. That-e at - - : 

I’m-- 

I — very - h-t (?) 

4. If h-t-, no-be b 

The weather-, sir 

5. Yes :-! 

— this -, sir ? 

C. That’s - - + That - - 

You’re - vou — the h-t ? 

r 


D. Exercises 

How do you want your [l] ? 

I’d like it [2], please. 

1. egg boiled, tea made, toast done, coat dyed, fish cooked. 

2. soft boiled, strong, not too brown, blue, fried. 

Gets a bit = becomes rather. 

When you are old your [1] get(s) a bit [2]. 

1. hair, sight, hearing, movements. 

2. thinner, weaker, harder, slower. 

Any good for. 

Do you know anything that’s any good for [1] ? 
Yes, [2] is supposed to be good for [1]. 

1. a headache, indigestion, cleaning clothes, sore hands, 
a cold. 

2. aspirin, soda mint, benzene, lanoline, quinine. 

It’s about time . . . (was) . . . 

[food rationing—stopped : the soldiers—demobilized : more 
houses—built : taxes—reduced.] 

Will that do ? Yes, that’ll do. No, that won’t do. 

I’ve only got twopence for [-] ; will that do ? 

[the cinema, the bus, the waiter, coffee, lunch, a newspaper.] 









SIMPLE SITUATIONS 

LESSON 4. THE CHEMIST 

A. Dialogue 

I want something for this cough. What 
d’you recommend ? 

I can recommend | Brown’s cough mix¬ 
ture.* 

I’d like some lozenges too. Strong ones. 

Have you tried Megs ? They’re very 
pdpular. 

Right ! I’ll have that bottle and these 
lozenges. 

Anything else ? 

Oh yes ! Of cdurse ! My wife told me to get 
her some soap. 

What kind ? 

The best you’ve got. 

I think she usually | has Pears soap. 


B. Questions 

1. What illness has X got ? 

2. What does Y recommend ? 

3. What else does X want ? 

4. What sort of lozenges does X want ? 

5. Why does the chemist recommend Megs ? 

6. What did Mrs. X tell X to get ? 

•. What kind of soap does Mrs. X usually have ? 


* Notice pause before “ Brown ” to give emphasis. 



4. THE CHEMIST 
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C. Guide Words 


1. I - - for this - + What 
— r ? 

I - r Brown’s c m 

2. I-lozenges - + So 

-Megs ? They — 

3. R ! I-bottle & - 1 

A e ? 

4. 0 yes ! 0 c ! My - - me 

W r k? 

5. The b - - g 

11 - u - Pears - 


D. Exercises 

Use phrases from §A. (The numbers lX, 2X, etc., 
show in which sentence of the dialogue the 

answer is to be found.) 

1. What sort of car [would you advise me to buy] ? (IX) 

2. [I want—but can’t get] beef steak for lunch, but there 

IS " 3.Iho^me some boots-[some v ery strong boot s M2X) 
4. Have you ever [experimented with] Smiths Clothes 

C1 Tpi ? atiSm pens are cheap and [many people use them]. 

^ 2Y 0. I want [medicine to cure] a headache. (IX) 

7. An ounce of tobacco.— [Any tobacco ? or some special 

mal 8?’ A pencil and a bottle of ink, please.— [Is that all ?] (3Y) 
0 I Twantl to be a doctor but I can t pass the exam. (2 ) 
lo! [I bdieve^hat on most days] Mr. Z comes at 10 o’clock. 

(5 Y1. “ Post the letter; buy some bread.”—[“ What more ? ”] 
(8 Yi “ Do you know of a good tailor ? Yes, [Jones is 

8 °13^ I want some cigars [very good cigars]. ( 5X ) x 

14. I need [a liquid of some kind to do good to] my hair. (IX) 
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SIMPLE SITUATIONS 


LESSON 5. THE TELEPHONE 

Proper names, Mister (Mr.) and numbers are always stressed, e.g. Z, 
Y, X below. The stresses are therefore not marked. 



A. Dialogue 

Freeman slx-seven-oh-eight. 

Mister Z’s house. 

Hullo. I want to make an appointment. 
What number are you calling ? 

Freeman 6708. Mister Y, the dentist. 
You’ve got the wrong number. This is 
6780. 

Oh dear ! What a nuisance ! I mOst dial 
0. Operator. 

Can I help you ? 

I want t6 get Freeman 6708. 

Hold on, please. 

Hullo. Is that Mr. Y? 

Yes. What can I do for you ? 

X speaking. I’ve got toothache. I want an 
appointment. 

Come round now. I’ll do it at once. 


B. Questions 

1. Whose telephone number is Freeman 6708 ? 

2. Who is Mr. Y ? 

8. What is Mr. Z’s number ? 

4. What does X do next ? 

5. What does the operator say ? 

6. W^hat is the matter with X ? 

7. What does X want ? 

8. When will Y do it ? 
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5. THE TELEPHONE 
C. Guide Words 


1. Freeman 6708 

Mr. Z - 

2. H + I want- 

- number-? 

3. Fre 6708 + Mr. Y, - - 

You-wrong- +T-6780 

4. —! What--! I — 0,- 

C - h - ? 

5 .-Fre 6708 

—, please 

6 . _+-Y ? 

Yes + What-? 

7. X-+ I — t+I-an- 

— now + I’ll - it — 


D. Exercises 

a. Come round. “ Round ” shows an informal visit 

or a short distance, or both. 

b. Can I help you ? General offer of service, e.g. in 

c. What can I do for you ? An official or professional 

man says this. 

d. Make an appointment, e. At once. 

Use the above ( and phrases from § A) %n these sentences: 

1. [Do you want anything in this shop •] (») 

2. I want to [fix a time] for having my hair done, (d) 

3. [Come and see us] this evening ; it s quite near, (a) 

4. [What have you come to see me about .J 

5. [Come] to dinner on Tuesday; it isn’t a dinner party, (a) 

6. Can I see you [immediately].—No, not without [having 

arranged it beforehand], (e), (d) 

7. [Are you just looking round or do you want to buy 

8. Whom are you trying to telephone ?] (2Y) 

9. You are telephoning the wrong person.] (3Y) 

10. [Wait at the telephone while I get the number you 

11 This is Mr. Smith at the telephone.] (7X) 

12. [This is Mr. Smith’s servant answering the telephone.] 

(1Z)‘ 






SIMPLE SITUATIONS 
LESSON 7. THE DOCTOR 

A. Dialogue 

What’s the matter with you, Mister E* ? 
I’m not feeling very well, doctor. 

What exactly is the trouble ? 

I feel uncomfortable | after meals. 

You’ve been working very hard lately, 
haven’t you ? 

Yes, I have. 

And I expect you’ve been worrying - )* too ? 
The work has been rather troublesome. 

You smoke rather heavily, I notice. 

I’m afraid I do. 

Well, I think I can soon put you right. 

I suppose you’ll say, “ Work less, smoke 
less and eat less ? ”J 


B. Questions 

1. What’s the matter with Y ? 

2. What is his exact trouble ? 

3. What has Y been doing lately ? 

4. What else has Y been doing ? 

5. Has the work been easy ? 

6. Does Y smoke ? 

7. What can the doctor do ? 

8. What does Y suppose the doctor will say ? 


* Mr. and names are always stressed, 
t Pronounce to rhyme with “ hurry.” 
I Eyes up, voice up. 
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7 . THE DOCTOR 

C. Guide Words 


1. — matter —, Mr. E ? 

I - not-, d 

2. What e — t ? 

I - u after - 
_ ■ — ■ ■. • 

3. You - - w very h ? 

Yes, — 

4. And I - you — w - ? 

The work-t 

5. You s r h, I n 

I - a I - 

6. w, i — i — py r 

I s — say, “ W 1, s 1 & e 1? ” 


D. Exercises 

Make questions and answers : 

Exact, exactly. What is the exact [time] ? [The 
time] is exactly [10.31]. 


430 people 
£630 a year 
£1/6/4 
6£ pounds 
21 years, 4 months 


1. your - age, Mr. X ? 

2. the - cost ? 

3. the - weight ? 

4. your - income ? 

5. the - number present ? 

Use phrases from §A : 

1. [What is wrong with] this car ? It won’t start. (IX) 

2. Describe in detail what is wrong with it.] (2X) 

3. I am feeling slightly out of health. (IE) 

4. I have been [feeling anxious] about my family. (4X 

5. The children have been [disobedient and noisyj. (4E) 

6. You ought not to smoke so [much]. (5X) 

7. Do you sometimes lose your temper . [xes.J (51 Jj) 

8. My son has been [behaving badly] but the army will 

soon [cure him]. (4E, 6X) 

9. [You will, I imagine,] go to Devon for your holiday ? 

//iT^ ) 

10 This bill isn’t correct; please [correct it]. (6X) 

11 Do you ever forget to clean your teeth ?—[Yes.] (5E) 
12. You look very brown : [I guess] that you have been 

working in the garden [for the last few days]. (6E, 3X) 
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LESSON 8. THE POLICE STATION 

(a) Give me the particulars (of) = tell the details. ( b) It 
was gone = it had disappeared, (c) Went over—“ over ” here 
shows a short journey or a short time, (d) Ought to have (see 
11/26). (e) Flustered—too excited to act sensibly. (/) Lost 

my head—became too excited to think clearly, (g) That’s a, 
pity. What a pity—I am very sorry to hear that. ( h) It can’t 
be helped—it is not possible to correct the mistake now. 



A. Dialogue 

Yes, madam ? 

My handbag has been stolen ! 

Will you give me the particulars ? Where 
was it stolen ? 

Off a chair in the Union Restaurant. 

How did it happen ? 

I just went over to talk to a friend, and 
when I came back it was gone ! 

What time was this ? 

At half-past one. 

Ab5ut an hour ago ! You ought to have* 
telephoned at once. 

I know I ought to have.* Blit I w&s so 
flustered. I lost my head ! 

What a pity you didn’t! We might h&ve 
caught th£ thief. Biit it can’t be helped 
now. What was in the bag, madam ? 

Wait a minute ; I’ll write out & list of 
the things. 


B. Questions 

1. What has been stolen ? 2. Where was it taken from ? 

3. W'here did Y go ? 4. What happened when Y came back ? 

5. At what time did this happen ? 6. How long ago did it 

happen ? 7. What ought Y to have done ? 8. Wfliy didn’t 

Y telephone ? 9. What will Y write out ? 


* To have—pronounced twov. 



8. THE POLICE STATION 
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C. Guide Words 


I - - ? 

My - has — ! 

2. - you - me the - ? Where 

_ ? 

• 

— chair — UR 

8. How-? 

I-to — a friend, & - 

I - back, it — ! 

4. - time-? 

1.30 

5.-hour - ! You- 

telephoned — 

I - I-+ But I - so f + 

I — head ! 

6. What-! We- 

- thief + But it- 

now + What - - - 
bag, m ? 

W - m ; I’ll — a - of the 
things 


D. Exercises 

Use the phrases (above §A) in these sentences : 

1. I’ve broken this nice plate.—[I am sorry to hear that.] 

(g) 

2. The wind has spoiled my roses.—[Oh dear !]; they 
looked so nice. ( g ) 

3. I [went] to Paris—just for the week-end. (c) 

4. Please [tell me all I want to know about] the new Morris 

car. (a) 

5. When things go wrong X just [gets excited, and cannot 
think], (e) 

6. The pudding is burnt.—Well [it is too late to cook 
another], (h) 

7. I saw him near the. door, but when I looked again [he 
was not there], (fc) 

8. It’s no good [talking and shouting, and not thinking]; 
keep calm ! (e, /) 

9. I ran [across the road] to post a letter. ( c) 

10. How did this accident happen ? [Tell me all about it.] (a) 

11. As soon as you saw the fire it was your duty to call the 
fire-engine. ( d) 

12. It would have been wiser to send Tom to school 
earlier, (d) 

13. The magician waved his hand and the girl [disappeared]. 

(b) 
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SIMPLE SITUATIONS 
LESSON 9. THE POST OFFICE 
Idioms of Money 









A. Dialogue 

I want to send this parcel. 

Put it on the scales. That’ll be two 
shillings. 

But it’s only three pounds. 

No, it’s just over. 

So it is ! And I want it registered. 

That’s a shilling extra. That makes 
three shillings. 

And a half-crown b5ok of stamps. 

That | comes to five and six in all. 
Here’s a pound. 

Haven’t you anything smaller ? 

No. Sorry. 

Fourteen and sixpence change. 


B. Questions 

1. What does X want to send ? 

2. Where must X put the parcel ? 

3. What is the weight of the parcel ? 

4. What costs threepence ? 

5. What else does X want ? 

6. How much does that make in all ? 

7. What does Y ask for [instead of £1] ? 

8. How much change does Y give ? 



9. THE POST OFFICE 
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C. Guide Words 


1. I-this p 

Put it — s +-2/- 

2.-3 lb. 

No, it’s - - 

3. S — ! And I — r 

That-3/-. 

4. And 2/6 - of - ' 

That - - 5/6 - - 

Ox 

• 

1 

1 

to 

Have-s ? 

6. No + - 

14/6 - 


D. Exercises 

a. Just over, Just under—“1/11 is just under two shillings” — 
2/0$, £1/0/1, 19/11 ; 15 ounces ; 9 pints ; 1762 yards. 

b. Two shillings and three shillings, what does that come to? 
That’ll be five shillings.—That makes five shillings.—That comes 
to five shillings. 

c. Change, small change—pennies and small silver coins. 

d. So It Is ! 

e. Anything (smaller—larger, etc.). 

Use the above phrases in these sentences : 

1. Sixpence and fivepence. [How much is that?—That 
. . . lid.] (b) 

2. 2/6 lunch, 6d. coffee, 3d. roll and butter. [The total is 
3/3.] ( b ) 

3. It is [one ounce more than] 5 pounds, (a) 

4. The weight is 2 pounds, 11$ ounces, (a) 

5. That [is a total of] five shillings. (6) 

6. Your cup is cracked. [I am surprised to notice that.] ( d) 

7. [Is this the largest size of hat in the shop ?] (e) 

8. Please give me [silver money] for a pound, (c) 

9. I want some money [Id., 3d., Cd. and 1/-] for the bus. (c) 

10. £1/7/- and 3/3 and 2Jd. = £l/10/5Jd. (6) 

11. Your watch-glass is broken.—[Why, yes !] (d) 

12. A pound note !-?—No, I’ve got very little [silver]. 

(e, c) 
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SIMPLE SITUATIONS 


LESSON 10. THE RAILWAY STATION 




A. Dialogue 

Please label the trunk and th$ bicycle. 
They’re to go in the luggage van. 

Have you got the bicycle ticket ? 

Yes, here it is. 

Up in front for Seaton. 

See if you can find a non-smoker. 

Here you are, sir. 

This’ll do. Put the things in here. 

I’ll put the bag | up on th£ rack, and the 
suitcase | down under the seat. 

Do I have to change ? 

No change for Seaton. 


B. Questions 

1. What must the porter label ? 

2. What does the porter ask for ? 

3. What part of the train goes to Seaton ? 

4. What sort of carriage does X want ? 

5. Where does the porter put the bag ? 

6. Where does he put the suitcase ? 

7. Does X have to change ? 


10. THE RAILWAY STATION 


/S 5 


C. Guide Words 


1. Please-& - bicycle + 

They-in the — 

H-b ticket ? 

2. Yes,- 

-for Seaton 

3. — you — a non-smoker 

-, sir 

4. This — + Put the- 

I-the bag-, & the 


sc — the seat 

5. Do I-? 

No — Seaton 


D. Exercises 

a. See if = discover, by seeing, smelling, etc. 

b. Do I have to -? 

c. Is to go in. 

d. Here you are ! 

IJse the above phrases in these sentences : 

1. Look and tell me if he has come in yet. (a) 

2. Is it necessary to buy a ticket or is it free ? ( b ), 

3. Where shall I put the tea ? Shall I put it in this tin ? 

(c, c ) 

4. Must I speak English at the meeting ? (b) 

5. Were you looking for a pencil ? [There is one here.] ( d) 

6. Smell this bit of meat and tell me if it is bad. (a) 

7. Feel this wood now ; is it smooth enough ? (a) 

8. Shall I put this onion in the soup, or will you use it 
for the pie ? (c) 

9. I can’t find my spectacles.—They are on this chair. ( d) 

10. Try hard, and discover whether you can do the work 
in a day. (a) 

11. [I have planned to put my sons in the Navy.] (c) 

12. Is it necessary to pay to go into this museum ? ( b ) 
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SIMPLE SITUATIONS 
LESSON 11. ASKING THE WAY 



A. Dialogue 

Excuse me, sir ; would you kindly tell me 
the way to Mr. A’s house ? 

Certainly. Take the first turning on your 
right, tHe second on your left, and it’s 
on your right. 

Thank you very much. 

Would you kindly tell me th£ way | to Mr. 
B’s house ? 

Certainly. Take the second on your right. 
Bear left at the crossroads, and it’s on 
your left. 

Would you kindly tell me the way | to Mr. 
C’s house ? 

Certainly. Turn right at th£ traffic 
lights. It’s just on this side of thS 
church. 

Would you kindly tell me the way | to Mr. 
D’s house ? 

Certainly. Go on till you come t5 the 
field on your right. Go straight across 
the field, and it’s just on the other side. 

Would you kindly tell me thS way | to Mr. 
K’s house ? 

I’m sorry; I’m a stranger in these parts. 


B. Questions 

(None) 



37 


11. ASKING THE WAY 
C. Guide Words 


1 . E sir ; w - k tell — 
way - Mr. A’s - ? 

T y v m 

C + — first - on - r , the 
2nd- 1, & -r 

2. W you-me the- 

Mr. B’s - ? 

C + - the 2nd-r + B 

left — c-r, & — - - left 

3. W-Mr. C’s - ? 

- + - right- t 1 + It 

- j-of - eh 

4. W Mr. D’s 

_ 9 
• 

- + — till — to the f — 

r +- across the f, & 

— j — other - 

5. W K’s ? 

I-s; I -sin-p 

D. Exercises 

Ask the way to Mr. E's, Mr. F's , Mr. G's and Mr. H's 


houses. Look at the map and give the answer. 







00 ^9 A cn 


Part II 

GRAMMAR SITUATIONS 


LESSON 12. “ DOES THIS LOOK NICE ? ” 

The Completion 







A. Dialogue 

Does this coat look nice ? 

Stand still! Stand straight! and let me 
look at it. 

Well, does it seem all right ? 

I don’t like the colour.* 

I can have it dyed blue. 

If you dye this yellow coat blue, it’ll 
come out green. 

The cloth feels good. 

Yes, it’ll keep you warm. But it doesn’t 
look smart. 

Oh well, one can’t have everything! 

That’s true; and it’ll certainly wear 
well. 


B. Questions 


1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 






How must X stand ? 

What doesn’t Y like ? 

What can X have done ? 

What will happen to the coat if it is dyed ? 
What about the cloth ? 

What will the coat do ? 

What doesn’t the coat do ? 

What will the coat do well ? 


* Colour rhymes with “ duller,” not with “ dollar.” 
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12. “ DOES THIS LOOK NICE ? ” 39 

C. Guide Words 


1. D - coat — ? 

Ss! Ss! & 1 - 1 - it 

2. Well, - it s a r ? 

I don’t - 

3. I - blue 

If- blue, it will — 

green 

4. The cloth — 

It will - - - + But it 

doesn’t - 

5. —, - can’t - e ! 

T t ; & it - c w w 


D. Exercises 

Come out—become when finished. “ I hope this cake will come 
out all right.” “ I’m sorry to hear of your troubles. I’m 
sure everything will come out all right in the end. 


Smart— 

a. (1) Smart clothes. (2) The soldiers drilled 
smartly. 

b. (clever) He is a clever business-man—a bit too 
smart for my liking. 

Use smart, come out in these sentences : 

1. That is a [nice] new hat you’ve got! 

2. Did your photographs [develop and print] well ? 

3. I put the film in the developer and nothing [appeared]. 

4. The house looks very [clean and tidy] in its new paint. 

5. I have got a [clever] lawyer to deal with the case. 

6. The sentry sprang [sharply] to attention and saluted. 

7. Lovely flowers have [opened] all over that bush. 

8. I don’t quite trust Mr. X ; he is [too clever]. 


Use -phrases from §A ; 

1. The hotel is clean but the food is poor.—[You must not 
expect too much.] (5X) 

2. Your coat [is pretty] but [you will feel cold in it] in 
winter. (4Y) 

3. Has the man cut my hair well ? [Does it satisfy you ?] 
(2X) 

4. [Don’t move in your chair] and [allow me to] get the 
fly out of your eye. (iY) 

5. This material [when I feel it does not seem] like silk. (4X) 
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LESSON 13. “ DOCTOR, I’M NOT SLEEPING” 

Position of Adverbs 

Adverbs such as Often, Never, Usually, Sometimes and Perhaps, 
Possibly, Undoubtedly, Certainly, Surely, Obviously, affect the 
meaning of the whole sentence, not merely one word. So they 
come before the verb. 

A. Dialogue 



Doctor, I’m not sleeping. 

Do you usually sleep well ? 



I’ve always sl£pt well, till lately. 

Perhaps your digestion’s a bit out of 
order. 

Oh no ! I always eat well, and never have 
any trouble. 

You certainly don’t | look ill. Possibly 
you’re worrying* about something ? 




Undoubtedly! the business | is a bit trouble¬ 
some nowadays. 

Ordinarily | what time | do you go t6 
bed | and get up ? 

As a rule I’m in bed at ten | and up at 
eight. 

Obviously you’re sleeping too much. 
Seven hours is enough at your age. 
You’ve no need to worry.* 


B. Questions 

1. What is the matter with X ? 2. When did X sleep well ? 
3. What may be out of order ? 4. Docs X have trouble 
with his food ? 5. What may X be doing ? 6. What is giving 
X some trouble ? 7. When does X go to bed and get up ? 
8. What is X doing wrong ? 9. What need not X do ? 


• To rhyme with “ hurry.” 


+ The “ b ” is not pronounced. 


13. 41 DOCTOR, I’M 

C. Guide 

l. D, I — s 

NOT SLEEPING ” 41 

i Words 

- s well ? 

2. I-si -, till - 

- your d is — out — 

3. Oh no ! I - eat -, and n 
- any - 

You-ill + P you’re 

w - s ? 

4.-is — troublesome - 

- - time-bed & - up? 

5.-I'm-10 & — 8 

-too much + 7 - 

— age + You — need 

- w 


D. Exercises 

Sleep well or Sleep like a log. Eat well or Eat like a 
horse. Eat like a pig (dirtily, greedily). Drink 
like a fish (= be a drunkard). Run like a hare. 
Sing like a bird. 

Use the above : 

1. I slept soundly all night. 

2. Tom makes a mess when he eats. 

3. Jim is always hungry ; he eats a lot. 

4. Old Joe takes too much whisky. 

5. Melba sang beautifully. , 

6. The new servant is no use : he’s always drunk ; he eats 

a lot, and you can’t wake him in the morning. 

Use the phrases from §A : 

1. This clock [goes, but it doesn’t go quite wellj. (2Y) 

2. Yes, Tom has been [rather a nuisance] lately. (4X) 

3. [There is no need to be anxious about] Mary : it is not 

a serious illness. (5Y) 

4. [Usually] I have only one cup of tea for supper. (5X) 

5. He came very regularly [up to last week], but since then 

he has been unpunctual. (2X) 

6. [It is clear that] you must have some spectacles ; you 

can’t expect to see without them [when you are so old]. 
(5Y, 5Y) 

7. ’ Do you [feel any difficulty] in reading small print ? (3X) 

8. Jim looks troubled and anxious. I think he is-. (3Y) 
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LESSON 14. “ ANY STRAWBERRIES ? ” 

Any P Not any. Yes, some. Would you like some ? 


A. Dialogue 

I want some strawberries. Have you 
any very nice ones ? 

We have | some ; but they’re n5t very 
good. ' 

Let me see what you’ve got. 

Only these. They’re very small. Would 
you like some of them ? 

Haven’t you got any better ones ? 

I’m afraid not, madam. These are all 
we’ve got. 

Well, I must have some of those. Two 
p5unds, please. 

Two pounds. That’ll be seven shillings. 
When do you expect any better ones ? 

I really couldn’t say, madam. Th£ 
weather has been so bad. 



B. Questions 

1. Has Y any straw berries ? 

2. Are they good straw'berries ? 

3. How much fruit does X buy ? 

4. What does she pay ? 

5. When does Y expect better strawberries ? 

6. What has made the strawberries bad ? 


14. “ANY STRAWBERRIES ? ” 

C. Guide Words 
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1. I - - strawberries + We — ; but - not — 

Have — very — ? 

2. - me - - you — - these + They’re-h 

W you — of - ? 

3. Have - you - - better -? I-not, - -f These — 

we- 

4. -, I-of —|- 2 lb., - 2 lb + That - - 7/- 

5. When - you - - better -? I — say, —f The- 

bad 

D. Exercises 

a. Would you like some of these ? Here “ some ” = 

a portion of, a helping of. Some more = extra. 

b. Pm afraid not. Polite form of no. 

c. Absolutely nothing. “ Absolutely impossible,” 

“-hopeless,” “-useless,” “-idiotic.” 

d. I really couldn’t say. Polite form of “ I don’t know.” 

e. Some day. “ When will you buy a car, daddy ? ” 

“ Some day, when our ship comes home ” (= at 
a distant date when we get a lot of money). 

Use the phrases in these sentences: 

1. This pen is [of no use at all], (c) 

2. I [am sorry] I can’t come. ( b ) 

3. [May I give you a little] potato with your fish ? (a) 

4. When wiU Mr. X be back ?—[I’ve no idea !] (d) 

5. Would you like [extra] milk in your coffee ? (a) 

6. [About the year A.D. 2000] there will be houses for 
everyone. ( e) 

7. I’m going to buy myself a lovely fur coat [in the future 
when we get a lot of money]. ( e ) 

8. No, I [regret to say that] I can’t lend you £1,000 : it is 
[quite beyond my powers]. ( b , c) 

9. Tom is [of no use to me at all] in the shop ; he is [giving 
me no hope that he will ever be of use], (c) 

10. Do you know when we’ll be able to buy a car ?—[No], 
at present [I can’t possibly buy one]. Perhaps [in the future] 
I’ll be able to afford one. (d, c, e) 
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LESSON 15. THE CADGER 

(Cadger = a frequent beggar or borrower) 

“You can’t, can youP” (etc.) is used as a timid form of 
request which makes it easy for the other person to refuse. 

A. Dialogue 

X. You can’t lend me | two packets of cigar¬ 
ettes, can you ? 

Y. Sorry : I’ve only this one. 

X. Oh ! And you want that one, don’t you ? 
Y. Yes ; I do. 

X. Well, you couldn't lend me a pound, could 
you ? 

Y. No !! I could not ! 

X. You can let me have five shillings, can’t 
you ?—till next week. 

^ Y. I might. 

f X. You couldn’t make it ten,—could you ? Eh? 

5. ^ 'Y. Sorry. Here’s five shillings. You won’t 

forget to repay it, will you ? 

6. X. Oh, thanks ! Thanks a lot. 


B. Questions 

1. What does X first want to borrow ? 

2. How many packets lias Y ? 

3. What does X ask for next ? 

4. Till when does X want the money ? 

5. How much docs Y lend him ? 



15. THE CADGER 
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C. Guide Words 


1.-lend - 2 - cigar¬ 

ettes, — ? 

S : I — one 

2. - 1 & - want-, - 

you ? 

i- 

8. W, you — me £1, — ? 

- ! ! I - not ! 

4.-me - 5/-, — ? — 

week 

I- 

5. You-10/-, - - ? - ? 

S + Here - 5/- + You — 
to - it, - - ? 

6. - - ! Th - 1 ? 1 



D. Exercises 

Use (a) You don’t, do you ? (6) Can’t, can ? (c) Mayn’t, 
may ? (d) Haven’t, have ? (e) Wouldn’t, would ? 
(/) Isn’t, is ?; Aren’t, are ? (g) Won’t, will ? 

1. No sensible person, like you, believes in magic ! (a) 

2. I am rather hoping that you can lend me £5. (6) 

3. What about allowing me to go to the cinema again 

tonight, mother ? (c) , . . 

4. Have you got an extra ticket for the theatre that you 

can give me ? (d) 

5. George Washington ! I hardly expect you to teU a lie ! (e) 

6. Is that my tie you are wearing ? (/) 

7. Can you come to the dance with us ? [I hope you 

cannot!] ( b) n T 

8. Will you play tepnis with us now ? I expect you are 

tired [—and you play so badly !]. (g) 

9. Do you take sugar in your tea ? [We get such a small 

sugar ration !] (a) 

10. Iam so afraid you are going to make a long speech ! (g) 
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LESSON 16. “ COME TO TEA ” 

Questions expecting the answer “ Yes ” 

You will come tomorrow, won’t you ? = I suppose you will come. 
This is a request which is almost an order; it makes it difficult 

to refuse. 






A. Dialogue 

You can come to tea tomorrow, can’t you ? 
Of course. I’ll be delighted. 

And you’ll bring that music, won’t you ? 
Oh yes. I may bring my brother, 
mayn’t I ? 

Certainly. He’s musical too, isn’t he ? 

He plays the piano. 

He has written some music, hasn’t he ? 

Yes, I believe he has. 

He must play some of his own work, 
mustn’t he ? 

I’ll tell him. 


B. Questions 

1. What can Y do tomorrow ? 

2. What will Y bring ? 

3. Whom docs Y want to bring ? 

4. Is the brother musical ? 

5. What does the brother play ? 

6. Has the brother written any music ? 

7. What will the brother do ? 


16. “ COME TO TEA ” 
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C. Guide Words 


1. You cc - tea — ? 

0 c + I’ll - d 

2. And you - bring that 
--? 

Oh yes + I-brother, 

_? 

• 

8. C + He’s - too, — ? 

He — piano 

4. He-music, — ? 

Yes, I b — 

5. He-some-own 

I — him 


D. Exercises 

Use (a) You can, can’t you ? (6) Will, won’t ? (c) 
Do, don’t? (d) May, mayn’t? (e) Would, 
wouldn’t ? (/) Are, aren’t ? 

1. I hope you will be able to come to our party. ( b) 

2. I would like to go to the cinema with BiU. ( d ) 

3. Do you love me ? (c) 

4. I am expecting you to come to tea on Thursday; you 
won’t disappoint me ? (a) 

5. I hope you like rabbit pie ? (c) 

6. Does the doctor allow you to eat pork ? I hope you 
can. (/) 

7. If you had the money I should expect you to lend me 

£1. (e) 

8. I suppose you are Mr. Z—or am I wrong ? (/) 

9. Of course you would tell me if you felt ill ? ( e ) 

10. Are you interested in this work ?—or are you just 
pretending ? (/) 
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LESSON 17. LOOKING FOR A JOB 

The Present Tense 

I write = 

1 . It is my habit to write : “ I write with a Swan pen. 

It is my profession to write : “ I am a writer; I write 
detective stories.” 

2. Used as a future tense, it shows a fixed appointment: 

“ I go to London next Monday and after that I go to 
Paris.” 

I am writing = I am in the act or process of writing at this 
moment: “ Don't talk to me ; I am writing a letter ” ; 
“ I’m writing a new novel—a love story.” 

Notice—I want, I know (not “ am wanting ”): Lesson 18. 


A. Dialogue 

X. I want a job. Do you know of one ? 

Y. What work do vou do ? 

w 

X. I’m a carpenter by trade. 

Y. Are you doing carpentry now ? 

X .* Oh no ! I’m doing general house repairs. 

But that job | finishes next week. 

Y. Where do you live ? 

X. I live in Fulham, but I’m not staying there 


now. 


Y. Where are you staying ? 

My family still lives in Fulham, but I’m in 
lodgings here. 

Y. Well, I know of a job ; you begin next 
Thursday, if you take it. 


X. 


B. Questions 

1. What is X’s trade ? 2. What is X doing now? 3. When 
does X’s job end ? 4. Where does X live ? 5. Where is X 

staying ? 6. When does X’s new job begin ? 
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C. Guide Words 


1. I--job + Do you-? 

What w - you - ? 

2. I’m a c — 

Are you - c now ? 

3. —! I’m-g.hr+ But 
that job-week 

Where-? 

4.-Fulham, but I’m 

not- 

Where-? 

5. My f s — F, but I’m — 
here 

Well, I-j ; you — 

Thursdav, if — it 
• * 


D. Exercises 

Know of. I know of Mr. Z ; that is, I have heard 
about him. But I don’t know him ; I’ve never 
met him personally. 

By trade. X is a doctor by profession. Y is a builder 
by trade. 


Ask and answer : 

“ What is Mr.-’s occupation ? ”—■“ He’s a 

by [trade, profession].” 


Mr. Bricks 
Mr. Saw 
Mr. Well 
Mr. Deeds 
Mr. Loaf 
Mr. Sole 
Mr. Sword 


builder 

carpenter 

doctor 

lawyer 

baker 

shoemaker 

soldier 


NOTE.—The historic present must not be used in 
English, e.g. 44 I am in Paris in 1940. Then the 
Germans come.” Some textbooks mention this, 
but it must NEVER be used by the foreigner. 
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LESSON 18. “ HOW ARE YOU FEELING ? ” 


The Present Tense 

Notice these sentences containing verbs of Belie! and 


Sensation : 


He -s 

(not “ is - ing ”) 

but in a changed meaning 
“ -ing ” is correct 

He believes he is right 

He knows that fact 

He sees the mistake 

He hears a sound 

It smells nice 

It tastes sweet 

It feels soft 

He is seeing a buyer (= interview* 

He is hearing a law-suit (= judging) 
He is smelling the rose (= sniffing) 
He is tasting the soup (= sampling) 
He is feeling it with his fingers 

He is feeling ill 

* 


Think can be used in both tenses: “ I think he’s wrong and 
he’s probably thinking I’m wrong.” 


A. Dialogue 



How are you feeling today ? 

I think I feel a bit better; but this 

medicine tastes awful! 

Let me smell it. Yes ! It smells pretty* 
bad. 

I hear that Z is ill too. 

Yes, I believe he is. Surely you aren’t 
thinking | of going to the office yet? 

No. I see in the paper that it’s colder 
today. 

I know it is ! Feel my hands. 

Oh ! They feel cold as ice. Haven’t you 
got any gloves ? 

I suppose I have. I used to havetsome, 
but I can’t find them. 

I expect they’re in your pocket all the 
time. 


* Rhyme with “ pity." 


f To have—twov. 



18 . 
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C. Guide Words 


1 . How - - f - ? 


2. Let-it + Yes ! It - 

P b 


8. Yes, I - - 
aren’t — 
-? 


- + - you 

— the office 


4. I — is ! — hands 


5. I — I - + I-some, 

but I - f them 


I - I - a — ; — medicine 

_i 


I — Z is — 


No + I - 

today 


— paper - 


Oh!-ice + Have- 


any 


_ ? 


I - they-pocket- 


D. Exercises 

a. Pretty bad—Pretty = moderately; but because English¬ 
men always prefer to understate, it often means “ very. ’ 

b. Cold as ice—As hot as fire ; As warm as toast; As cool 

as a cucumber ( = very calm). 

c. Suppose and (d) Expect—in 5X, 5Y = believe. 

e. All the time = while you were looking (with a note of 

surprise). 

/. Used to = (1) was in the habit of; (2) (as here) = I did 
formerly. 

Use the above phrases : 

1. At one time I [played] chess, but when my eyesight 
became weak I [made] such silly mistakes that I gave it up. (/) 

2. I was looking everywhere for my glasses and I was 
wearing them [while I was looking for them], (e) 

3. The car must be all right now, if you say it is. (c) 

4. Where are the children ?—They are [probably] in the 
garden. ( d) 

5. I’ve just been for a walk, so I’m not cold ; I’m -. ( b) 

6. Yes, he plays tennis [excellently] ; he was a champion 
in 1944. (a) 

7. I was telephoning to my husband at the office, but 
he was at home ! (e) 

8. I believe that he will come here to lunch today, (d) 

9. The child has got fever ; her cheeks are [burning], (b) 

10. He wasn’t excited or frightened. Oh no ! “ I’ve stolen 

the money,” he said, [as calmly as possible !] (6) 


52 GRAMMAR SITUATIONS 

LESSON 19. GOING AWAY 
The Present Perfect Tense 

The Present Perfect Tense tells the present result of a past action : 
I have opened the door = I opened the door and it is st 11 open. 


A. Dialogue (Mr. X and his wife, Y) 



Have you ordered the taxi ? 

Yes, it’s ordered. It’ll be here any time 

now. 

Have you told Smith’s to stop the news¬ 
papers ? 

Yes, the papers are stopped. And have 
you told the milkman to stop the milk ? 

Yes, the milk’s stopped. Have you shut 
the downstairs windows ? 

Yes, they’re shut. And I’ve locked thfc 
back door. 

Is the garage locked up ? 

Yes, I’ve locked up the garage. 

No, you haven’t! Look ! It’s wide open ! 

I locked it up I just after breakfast. 



Someone must have opened it. 

It must be the gardener. He has un 
locked it to get out the mower.* 


B. Questions 

1. What has Y ordered ? 2. What has Y stopped ? 3. What 
has X stopped ? 4. What windows has Y shut ? 5. What 
door has Y locked ? 6. When did Y lock up the garage ? 7. Is 
the garage locked up now ? 8. What must someone have done ? 
9. Wlio unlocked the garage? 10. Why did the gardener un¬ 
lock the garage ? 


* Machine for cutting gross. 
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C. Guide Words 


1,-the taxi ? 

Y, it - - + It’ll - here at- 

2.-Smith’s-news¬ 

papers ? 

Y, the ns - - + And - y - 
- mm-m ? 

8. Y, the m - s + Have you 
— ds windows ? 

Y, they — + And I- 

b door 

4. Is the g — ? 

y, I - 1 - the g 

5. No,-! L !-o ! 

X-j a bkfst 

6. Some-it 

It-g + He — it to 

— the m 


D. Exercises 

Make sentences: 

It is [1]; we shall be [2] any time now. 

having lunch 
having breakfast 
seeing spring flowers 
having snow 
having mushrooms 
seeing roses 

Someone must have = it is clear that someone has. 
Make similar sentences: 

The door is open. Someone must have unlocked it. 

1. My watch won’t go stolen 

2. There’s a strange umbrella here broken 

3. My handbag is gone ! drunk 

4. The letters have gone left 

5. There’s no wine in this bottle posted 


8 a.m. 

1 p.m. 
November 
March 
June 

September 
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LESSON 20. HOW LONG ? 


The Present Perfect Continuous Tense 

I have been Uving in England = I was—and I stiU am. 


A. Dialogue. (X is an official; Y is a foreigner.) 



2.< y. 




Eleven fifteen 1 I hope you haven’t beeri 
waiting long? 

I’ve been waiting half an hour, but I came 
earlier than you said. 

You wish to be naturalized?* Were you 
born in England ? 

No, but I came here when I was two, 
and I’ve been living here, on and off, 
ever since. 

How I5ng | have you been in England this 
time? 

I’ve been here since nineteen thirty- 
nine. 

Have you been out of the country at all 
since then ? 

I was on business f6r the British Govern¬ 
ment in Germany. 

For how long ? 

I was there for three months ; I’ve been 
back here | for about three weeks. 

Is this your first application? 

No. I’ve applied | several times before. 


B. Questions 

1. Who is X ? 2. Who is Y ? 3. What does Y want ? 

4. Was Y bom in England ? 5. Has Y been in England 
much ? 6. Since when has he been in England this time ? 
7. Where had he to go on business ? 8. How long was he 
in Germany ? 9. How long has he been back from Germany ? 
10. Is this his first application ? 


* Made an English citizen by law. 
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C. Guide Words 


1. 11.15 ! I - you-w 

long ? 

I-- \ hr., but I - - 

than- 

2. You-to be -? — born 
in E ? 

No, but I - - when I - 2, & 
I-here, - & e s 

3 . H — you - in E this - ? 

X-1939 

4. - you - out — country a 
a — ? 

I-for the B G in G 

5. -long ? 

I- 3 ms; I--back-- 

about 3 ws 

6 . Is-application ? 

No + I-times - 


D. Exercises 


On and off. Make similar sentences: 
The telephone rings on and off all day. 


1. The baby cried 

2. A sailor is at sea 

3. My wife has a cold 

4. A policeman is on duty 

5. She keeps the radio playing 

1. You have charged me more than you [told me you 
would charge], (1Y) 

2. The watch goes, then stops, then goes. 

3. What! Are you here again ? Well, what do you want 

[on this visit] ? (3X) 

4. I didn’t go to Brighton to amuse myself, I went [tor 


all night 
all his life 
all day 
all the winter 


work], (4Y) ^ , 

5. I [have written several earlier letters for my passport]. 


6. Is this the first time you’ve been up in an aeroplane ? 

Oh, no.-. (6Y) 

7. You played football in 1939. Have you played [any 

games after that] ? (4X) Y 

8. [During how many years] were you a prisoner r (ja) 

9. I was [doing work] for the State Railway in America 

in 1940. (4Y) 

10. [Have you applied for a permit before ?] (OX) 
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LESSON 21. " WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN DOING ? ” 
The Present Perfect Continuous Tense 

I have been writing = I was writing and I still am writing. 



A. Dialogue 

Hullo ! I haven’t seen you for a long time. 
What have you been doing ? 

I’ve been looking for another job. 

How long | have you been out of the army ? 
I’ve been demobilized for eight months. 

Have you been doing any work since then ? 
Yes, I’ve been working at the Tractor 
Company. 

They’ve been paying men off,* haven’t they? 
They paid some off at first. But they’ve 
been taking men onf lately. 

Have you been doing any writing? 

I’ve been trying to write a novel, btit it 
isn’t done yet. 


B. Questions 

1. What has Y been doing ? 

2. How long has Y been demobilized ? 

3. Where did Y work ? 

4. What did the Tractor Company do at first ? 

5. What have the Tractor Company been doing lately ? 

6. What has Y been trying to do ? 

7. Is the novel finished ? 


* Employing less men. 

| Employing more men. 
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21. “ WHAT HAVE YOU BEEN DOING ? ” 


C. Guide Words 


1. H ! I-you f or - 

- + What - you — ? 

I-job 

2. How - - you - out - - a ? 

I — dzd -8m 

3. - you-work — ? 

Yes, I-the T C 

4. They-men ? 

They-at first + But 

they-on - 

5. - you-writing ? 

I-to - - novel, but it 


D. Exercises 

This tense is a common cause of mistakes. 

Make sentences of this kind: 

Mr. X [was demobilized] in [1944] and he has been 
[working] ever since. 

- took lodgings in Chelsea, 1941 : (2) - beean 

ljS? ng /^ eSS ’ 19 . 4 1 : - began using a Gi,,e tte razor, 

1943 : (4) - left college, 1930_: (5) - began to learn 


English, 1939 : (6) 
What have you 


“ have ”) = surprise. 


came to England, 1940. 

been doing ! (with the stress 


on 


Use the phrases: 

1* -- Tom ! I didn't expect to see you ! (IX) 

2. The factory is closed and all the men [are dismissed]. (4X) 

labour]; (4Y) mPany “ ^ bUSy ^ iS [ em P lo y in 8 more 

4. I’ve been dismissed from the office and now I fwant to 
find employment]. (1Y) 1 to 

back fr ° m y0Ur holiday ? f How did-you spend 

6. Put it back in the oven ; it [still isn’t cooked], (5Y) 

the pianVuX) ***** *' [ * iS yearS * pW 

i : S od (>r y ' ?H1X) 

CorporaTjones S ? ‘ (2X) ° f y °“'-] the ar my , 


LESSON 22. ALIBI 

The Past Perfect and Past Continuous Tenses 


Now 

I am sharpening my 

Now 


pencil 


At 


At 

7.20 

I was sharpening my 

7.22 


pencil 



I have sharpened my 
pencil; my pencil is 
sharp 

I had sharpened my 
pencil; my pencil was 
sharp 


A. Dialogue 

(Police Sergeant X investigates a murder, done between 
7.30 and 8.15 a.m.) 

f X. What were you doing at seven thirty ? 
lx Y. The clock was still ringing | and I was 
I just getting out of bed. 



Now let us pass to seven thirty-five. 

I’d just got out of bed. I was up, and 
dressing. 

When had you finished dressing ? By when 
were you dressed and ready ? 

It takes me just quarter of an hour to 
dress. I was dressed by seven forty-five. 

Where were you at seven fifty ? 

I was just going downstairs. At eight I 
had sat down to breakfast. I was 
seated at the table, eating my breakfast. 

Now, what were you doing at eight fifteen? 

I had finished breakfast | and I was 
going to the office. I was on my way 
there. 


B. Questions 

(None) 
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C. Guide Words 

1. What-7.30 ? I The e - 


2. Now 1-to 7.35 


The c — r&I-j- 
I-bed + I 


3. When - - f dr ? - when It - j J hr - - + 
- - d & r ? _ 7.45 


4. Where-7.50 ? I-g - st + At 8 I - - 

-b + I-sat the 

- my b 

5. what-at 8.15 ? I-fb&I-o+ I - 

- my- 


— bed 

&d 
I - d 


D. Exercises 

How long does it take you to [1] ?—It takes me [21 
to [1]. 


1. walk three miles 

2. bicycle six miles 

3. run half a mile 

4. fly 2000 miles 


5. boil an egg 

6. dress in the morning 


half an hour 
one hour 


3 minutes 
10 hours 


10 minutes 
3£ minutes 


By when ? 

If you start [walking] at 8 o’clock, by when will 
you have [walked three miles] ? etc., see above. 

I shall have-by-o’clock. 

Ask Mr. X what he was doing at 8, 8.15, 8.30, 8.45, etc. : 


8.00 dinner 

8.30 finished dinner 

8.30 in sitting-room, smoke 

9.00 News on radio 

9.15 Mrs. X came. Cards 


9.45 Mrs. X puts cat out. 
X reads 

9.50 Mrs. X back. Talk 
10.00 X locked doors 
10.10 undressed 

10.30 bed 
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LESSON 23. PLANS 
Future Tenses and Degrees of Certainty 

I am doing it (next week). I’m going to do it. I’ll do it. I expect 
to do it. I may do it. I might do it. I might and I might not do It. 



A. Dialogue 

What are you doing this evening? 

I’m having dinner with Z. 

Where will you be next Wednesday ? 

I’ll be up north. 

What are you going to do at Christmas ? 

I’ll probably be in London.* 

Will you be staying in London till the 
spring? 

I may be. I’m not quite sure yet. 

Do you expect to go to Wales again | next 
summer ? 

I couldn’t say. I might and I might 
not. 


B. Questions 

1. With whom is Y having dinner ? 

2. Where is Y going on Wednesday ? 

3. When will Y be in London ? 

4. Where will Y be in the spring ? 

5. Where did Y go last summer ? 

6. Will Y go to Wales this summer Y 


* “ Lon ” pronounced Lun, as in “ sun.” 
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C. Guide Words 


1. What-this evening ? 

I — dinner - Z 

2. Where-Wednes¬ 

day ? 

I - be - north 

3. What-at Christ- 

mas ? 

I-London 

4. - you-L — spring ? 

I — + I’m not- 

5. Do you-Wales - 

- summer ? 

I c - s + I m & I — 


D. Exercises 


Up North—Down South. Up trains to London. Down 
trains from London. A train from London to the 

North is a down train. 


Question Mr, 
Monday : 

Tuesday : 

Wednesday 

Thursday: 
Friday : 
Saturday: 


X about his engagements : 

1.30, lunch, Robinson; 7, ? Johnson to dine 

and theatre (no reply yet). 

8 p.m., ? India Mission meeting or Lady 

Pretty’s dance. 

2.30, golf with Jones at Northend (he will 

confirm on Tuesday). 

7, dinner, Sir James North. 

If fine, tennis at Summer Club. 

? ? bicycle to Brighton with the Rovers; 

9 ? work in the garden. 
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LESSON 24. DAY-DREAM 
The Future Continuous Tense 

A. Dialogue (Mr. X and his wife, Y.) 

Just think ! Next Saturday we’ll be sitting 
by the sea. 

The children’ll be bathing. 

And we’ll be sitting on the sands watching 
them. 

They’ll be having such fun ! 

What’ll we be doing | next Saturday after¬ 
noon ? 

We’ll all be going for a drive in the 
car. 

The strawberries’ll just be getting ripe. 

We’ll stop and have strawberries and 
cream at a village inn. 

But perhaps it may be raining ! 

And we’ll be sitting inside a stuffy* 
boarding-house. 

The children’ll be quarrelling. 

And we’ll be wishing we were back in 
London! 


B. Questions 

1. Where will they be next Saturday ? 2. What will the 

children be doing ? 3. Where will they be sitting ? 4. What 

will they be doing in the afternoon ? 5. What will just be 

getting ripe ? 6. Where will they have tea ? 7. What will 

they have for tea ? 8. What may be happening ? 9. Where 

will they be sitting ? 10. What’ll the children be doing ? 

11. What will they be wishing ? 


* Hot, airless. 
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C. Guide Words 


1. J t! Next S-sea 

The c — b 

2. And we-son-w 

them 

They-s f ! 

3. What-n S after¬ 

noon ? 

We-for-the car 

4. The s-b - j - - r 

We-& have s & c at 

a- 

5. But p it — r ! 

And we-in a s b-h 

6. The children - - q 

And we-w we- 

London ! 


D. Exercises 

Such fun = so much fun. Use such in these sentences : 

(1) I never saw [heavy !] rain ; (2) I never heard [silly !] 
nonsense ; (3) I never felt [terrible !] pain ; (4) I never ate 

[nasty !] food. 


Such a nice man = a very nice man. 

(5) I met [a very] pretty girl yesterday ; (6) I read [a very] 
good book last week ; (7) I heard [a very] funny story yester¬ 
day ; (8) I saw [a very] silly film last night. 

Wishing we were back in London (but we arc not). 



wish I was [-]• 

— was : very clever, rich, living in the country, musical. 

— wasn’t : so slow at learning, living in a city, so poor. 

_had • lots of money, a nice house, a new hat, a car. 

_ could : speak English better, earn more money. 

_ didn’t: smoke so much, make so many mistakes. 


Use phrases from §A .* 

1 [It is strange to consider that] two years ago we were 
hour from now the people in Australia [go to 


bed] -• (4X) 

3. Sometimes I [think 


how nice it would be to be] back in 


Manchester. (6Y) . r . . i /cv\ 

4. Open the window ; this room is [airless]. (5Y) 

5 ! I shall [go out riding] on my horse. (3Y) 
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LESSON 25. SCHOOL REPORT 


Verbs telling necessity 

I should (but I don’t). I ought to (but I don’t). I must. I 
have to. I’ve got to. I simply must. I’ve simply got to. 


A. Dialogue (Mr. X and his son, Y.) 



Your school report says : | “ Latin : | He 
should do better work than he does.” 

I do the best I can. He shouldn’t expect 
more. 

Your arithmetic : “ He ought to be higher 
in the class, but he’s careless.” 

The teacher oughtn’t to set so much 
home-work. 

French : “ He really must be more atten¬ 
tive.” 

Yes. I must get promoted in French, so 
as to get away from Mr. Z. 

My son, you’ve got to work | a great deal 
harder next term. 

Have I really got to learn French? 

Yes, you have. You’ve simply got to pass 
your exams. 

I think that French people ought t6 
learn English ; then we wouldn’t have 
to learn French. 


B. Questions 

1. What should Y do in Latin ? 2. Why is not Y higher 
in arithmetic ? 3. What does the arithmetic teacher do ? 
4. Why does not Y do well in French ? 5. Why does Y 
want to be promoted in French ? G. What must Y do next 
term ? 7. What has Y got to do ? 8. Why ought French 
people to learn English ? 
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C. Guide Words 


1. Your s r -: “ Latin : - 
s-than — ” 

I - the - I - + He -n’t e 

more 

2. - arith.: “He 0 -in 

the but he is - ” 

The t — to - so much — 

3. French: “ He r - - 

more 

Yes + I — p-F, - 

away from Mr. Z 

4. My son, you-work 

-harder n t 

- I-learn F ? 

5. Yes, - - + You - s - - 
pass your exams 

I think F p - - learn 

English; - we- 

learn French 


D. Exercises 

Use (a) should, ( b ) ought to, (c) [simply] must, (d) have 
to, (e) have [simply] got to, in these sentences : 

(a) 


1 # _ be paid a higher salary [but I’m not]. 

2 . — do my work carefully. (0 

3 . _ get some exercise at the week-end—and I will. 

4 ] _ go to bed earlier but —. (0 
5 _ buy these cigarettes ; I can’t afford better ones. 

6 ; _ smoke less. It’s costing far too much . (c) 

<y _ write to my family tomorrow, (c) 

l\ _ write to my family ; I haven’t written for weeks. 

9 . _ shave every day. (d) 

10 . — get a shave ; my face looks awful . (e) 


(c) 

(d) 

(e) 


Use phrases from §A : 


1. If there were more shop assistants [not be necessary to] 

W f more carefully], (8X) 

3.‘ He has moved to another branch [with the idea of being] 

minutes! You .III M to ..it 

[ Ti 


c 
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LESSON 26. THE NEW SERVANT 
Ought to, Ought to have 

X, the new servant, has laid the table and cooked the lunch. 
(Ma’am = madam, prounced mam ; to have, prounced twav.) 



A. Dialogue 

Is this right, ma’am? 

Nd. You ought to have put th£ knives 
on the right | and the forks on the 
left. 

Ought all these little plates to be here ? 

You 5ught to have put them on the left 
6f each place. 

Ought these sausages to have burst like this ? 

No, they oughtn’t. You ought to have 
pricked th£m with a fork. 

Well, what ought I to do now, m&’am? 

You can’t do anything now. Where’s thS 
milk pudding? 

Here it is. Ought I to cook it now ? 

Oh dear ! You ought to have put it in the 
oven* an hour ago I 


B. Questions 

1 . Where did X put the knives ? 

2 . Where ought the little plates to be ? 

3. What have the sausages done ? 

4. What ought X to have done to them ? 

5. What is the pudding ? 

0. What ought X to have done to it ? 
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C. Guide Words 


1.-r, m ? 

No + You-knives 

— r & - f — left 

2.-little plates — h ? 

You-them-left 

--P 

3. - - sausages - - b - 
this ? 

No,-+ You-pr 

them — f 

4. Well, what-, m ? 

You-now + Where - 

- m p ? 

5. Here-+-cook 

_? 

• 

-! You-it in - 

o - hour - ! 


D. Exercises 


a. Prick, “ A pin-prick ” = a small annoyance. A prickle = 

sharp point. A cactus is prickly. 

b. Plate—(1) A dinner plate. (2) Silver plate (e.g. dishes, 

spoons, etc.). (3) -plated—nickel-plated handlebars. 

c. Burst = “ The boiler burst.” To burst into flames. To burst 

out laughing. 


Use the above phrases: 

1. Oh ! I’ve — my finger with this needle, (a) 

2 . Tom —ed the balloon with a pin. The balloon — with 
a loud bang and all the children — because it was so funny. 


(a, c, c) 

3. These [small annoyances] 


will make me angry in the 


end. (a) . . 

4. This fruit is called the — pear because it is covered with 


sharp —s. (a) 

5. At a dinner 
— is on the table. 


in Buckingham Palace, all the King’s gold 
The guests eat off gold —s. They are not 


gold —, but solid gold, (b) 

6 . A porcupine is very —; its back is covered with — ; 
these — are sometimes used for pens, (a) 

7. Flames _ out of some of the windows. The gas con¬ 
tainer _and the whole building [was suddenly on fire], (c) 

8 . Clean all the —ed parts of the car but don’t use sand¬ 
paper or you’ll rub off the — ing. Use this powder; it is 
called — powder and is meant for cleaning —ed things, (b) 
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GRAMMAR SITUATIONS 


LESSON 27. “ IF I REMEMBER ” 
If I am-, I will 



A. Dialogue 

Will you be at the Club next Saturday ? 

Yes, if I’m in town, I’ 1 go to the Club. 

If you * | are at the Club on Saturday, 
you’ll see Z. 

If I’m there, I | may see him. 

Well, if you | do see him, tell him I’ll come 
on Tuesday. 

Right! I’ll tell him that | if I see him. 

Say that I’ll come if it’s fine. 

I see. If I’m in town, and if I’m at the 
Club, and if I see Z, I’m to tell him 
that you’ll come on Tuesday, if it’s 
fine. 

Yes. That’s what you’re to say. 

Well, I’ll do that I , if I remember. 


B. Questions 

1. What will Y do if lie is in town ? 

2. When will Z be at the Club ? 

3. What must Y tell Z ? 

4. Will X come if it rains ? 

5. What will X do if Tuesday is fine ? 

6. Y will say this to Z if ... if what ? 

* The pause before “ are ” (2X), “ may ” (2Y), “ do ” (3X) gives 
extra emphasis. 
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27. 44 IF I REMEMBER ” 
C. Guide Words 


1. Will-the Club - 

Sat. ? 

Yes, if I-t, I- 

Club 

2. If-Club - S, you 

--Z 

If I - I - - him 

3. Well, if you — him, - - 
I’ll - - Ty. 

R ! I - tell - - if I - - 

4. Say - I - - if - - fine 

I - + If-town, & — 

-Club, &-Z, 

I’-tell him- 

Ty, if--f 

5. Yes + That’s-say 

Well, I - - that, if I - 


D. Exercises 


In town = in London. 

It I DO see him = if (unexpectedly) I see him. 

1 . It doesn’t look like rain, but in case it does rain, I’ll 

I don’t expect any visitor tonight, but if anyone does 
come, say I’m at the Club. 

Ask and answer : If it’s fine, will you [a] ? If it does 
rain, will you [a] ? . 

ral co for a picnic, stay in and read a novel, play tennis, have 
tea in the garden, wear your best hat, take an umbrella, mow 

the lawn, sun-bathe. T 

I am to = it is fixed that I shall. I’ve got to = I am 

compelled to. 

Make sentences: 

At 9 I am to see X at his house. (iSotice : un- 

pleasant Mrs. Z and Dr. Dull—" I’ve got to.”) 

9 30 — Meet R at the bank. 

10.00 — See S at his ollice. 

H.00 — Dr. T, at my office. 

12.00 _ My secretary — meet Miss V at the station. 

j qq _ Miss V, lunch with me at Galetti. 

400 — Mrs. Z to tea at the Ritz. 

g|oo — Dr. Dull’s lecture on philosophy. 
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LESSON 28. “ IF I WERE YOU ” 
If I were [but I am not] I would 

“ If wishes were horses, then beggars would ride.” 



A. Dialogue 

(Mr. X and his daughter, Y.) 

If I w£re y5u, I wouldn’t see too much of 
young Z. 

Why shouldn’t I? What’s wrong with 
him? 

Well, if you w£re older, you’d understand. 

And if you were younger, perhaps you 
might like him. 

You’re just starting a new job. If I were in 
your place, I’d be very careful in choos¬ 
ing my friends. 

If you w£re in my place, you wouldn’t 
choose differently. 

Young people | aren’t what they were. If 
I were Minister of Educatibn | I’d do 
something about it. 

If I w£re Queen, I’d have a young 
Minister, of Education. 


B. Questions 

1 . Who is X ? 

2 . Who is Y ? 

3. What should not Y do ? 

4. What is Y just doing ? 

5. What should Y be careful about ? 

6 . What would X like to be ? 

7. What would Y like to be ? 

8 . What would Y do if she was (7) ? 
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28. “ IF I WERE YOU ” 


C. Guide Words 

“ If w — h, then-ride.” 

1. If-, I-see- 

young Z 

Why-? What- 

him ? 

2. -, if you - o, you - u 

And if you - y, p you - - 
him 

8. You ’re-job + If 

I - in —, I-care¬ 
ful -friends 

If you-p, you - - ch d 

4. Young-n’t-+ 

If I -M of E I — s-it 

If I - Q, I-y M of E 


D. Exercises 

Use the phrase It’s too much of a good thing ! or It 
isn’t good enough! 

1 . I like a boy to study hard, but you never leave your 
books ; . . . 

2. Only two hours’ study yesterday ; . . . 

3 . I had you taught the piano—and you never play it. ... 

4 . Two hours’ piano practice ! I can’t stand it! ... 

5. I like you to dress nicely, but £25 for a hat. ... 

Form sentences: 

Don’t [say that] !—Why shouldn’t I [say] [what] 

I Hke 9 _ ( 1 ) go to that night club; ( 2 ) sing that silly 

song; (3) read that book ; (4) talk to that young man [“- 
anyone I like ”]; (5) dance with that man [ — anyone ]. 

-aren’t what they were in my young days. 

Make sentences: children, theatres, dancing, cricket, 
beer. 

Make sentences: 

[The garden is very untidy] you should tell the 
[gardener] to do something about it. 

( 1 ) roof is leaking ; (2) water-pipe is leaking ; (3) car 
won’t go ; (4) grass needs cutting. 
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GRAMMAR SITUATIONS 


LESSON 29. VOLUNTEER OR CONSCRIPT 

Omission of “ To ” 


I made him [X] go = He was made TO go. 

I let him [X] go = He was allowed to go. 

I saw him [X] go. I heard him [X] go. I watched him {X] go. 
(“Was seen to,” “ was heard to,” are not often used in 
conversation.) 

A. Dialogue 



Did they make Olaf | join the British Army 
in the war ? 

No, he’s Danish ; he couldn’t be made 
to join. 

Then what made him do it, if he didn’t 
need to ? 

He wanted to be with his friends; so we 
let him go. 

Who made him go into thS Paratroops ?* 

No one is made to go into th£ Paratroops; 
men are allowed to volunteer. 

Did you see him jump? 

We heard the planes fly over, and we saw 
men jump over the practice-ground. 

Weren’t you frightened when you saw him 
come down ? 

We saw men come down, biit we didn’t 
know which of them was Olaf! 


B. Questions 

1 . What did Olaf join ? 2. Is Olaf British ? 3. Why did 

Olaf join ? 4. Who made Olaf join the Paratroops ? 5. What 

did Y hear ? 6. What did Y see ? 7. Why weren’t they 

frightened ? 


* Parachute-soldiers. 
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C. Guide Words 


1. Did — 0 — BA — war? 

No,-D ; he -n’t- 

join 

2. Then-do it, - he 

-n’t - to ? 

He wanted-' - friends ; 

so we- 

8. Who-into the Para¬ 

troops ? 

No one-the Para- 

troops ; men-volun¬ 

teer 

4. -jump ? 

We - the planes —, & we 
saw - - - - practice- 
ground 

5. -you f when you - 

him--? 

We saw men-but we 

- - k-. - Olaf! 


D. Exercises 


What made him [do it] ? = I am surprised that he 
did it. 


Are [1] made to [2] ? Who makes them [2] ? 


1 . children go to school 

2 . criminals go to prison 

3. sick people go to hospital 

4. bus-travellers buy a ticket 

5. car-drivers stop at the crossroads 


the Judge 
the policeman 
their parents 
the conductor 
the doctor 


Saw him [X] (go). Heard him [X] (go). 

Make sentences: Mr. Y tells what he saw and heard 
X do, e.g. X went to the door of Z’s house =“ I 
saw X go to the door of Z’s house.” 

X went to the door ; rang the bell; tried the door ; knocked 
on the door; went to the back of the house ; banged on the 
back door ; broke a window ; got in ; walked about inside ; 
banged doors inside; opened a window at the top; leaned 
out of the window. 
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GRAMMAR SITUATIONS 
LESSON 30. CHANGE OF PLAN 


He Is to = it is arranged that he will. 

He was to = it was arranged that he would. 


A. Dialogue (Mr. X and his wife, Y.) 



What am I to do ? Everything’s upset. 

What’s the matter ? You’re to go tS 
Manchester tomorrow, aren’t you ? 

I was to have gone to Manchester, biit now 
I’m to go t6 Devon. 

Biit you’re to be in York on Friday, &nd 
the Robinsons are going to put you up. 

I was to be in York, and they were t6 put 
me up. 

Why do you say “ Was to be ” ? You 
are going to York, aren’t you ? 

No, it’s all upset. Z is ill, and I’m td do 
his work. 

What are we to do ? The servant w&s 
to have a holiday, and I w&s t6 stay 
with Aunt Jane. 

How are we t6 change | all our arrange¬ 
ments at short notice ? 

There’s the telephone ! . . . Z is better, 
so the arrangements stand. 


B. Questions 

1 . Where was X to have gone ? 2. Where is X to go ? 
3. Where was X to have been on Friday ? 4. Who was to 

have put him up ? 5. Whose work is X to do ? 6. What was 
the servant to have ? 7. Where was Y to stay ? 8. What 

was said on the telephone ? 


75 


30. CHANGE OF PLAN 
C. Guide Words 


1. What — I-? Every¬ 

thing — 

What’s - - ? You- 

Manchester - you ? 

2. I-to M, but now 

I-Devon 

But you-York on 

Friday, & the Rs - - to 
- you - 

3. I-York, and they 

-me - 

Why - — say “ - - - ” ? 
You-York, - - ? 

4. No, it’s — + Z-, & 

I-his work 

What - we-? The ser¬ 
vant -h, & I- 

— A. Jane 

5. How-all our as. 

-? 

* 

There — t! . . . Z —, so 
the — 


D. Exercises 

Put you up. Put up at [an hotel]. Put up with the X’s. 
Upset. At short notice, at a moment’s notice, 
with little warning. Give notice to; give a 
month’s notice. The arrangements stand. 

Use the above in these sentences: 

1. When I’m in London I always [stay at] the Court Hotel 
unless I [go to] the Smiths. 

2 . The car [turned over]; a big stone in the road [turned 
it over]. 

3. You must be ready to go [immediately you are told 
that there is room on the aeroplane]. 

4. We had to find this house [in a few days]; our old 
home was burnt down. 

5. I can’t take the job [with so little delay]; I must tell 
Mrs. Z. that I am leaving. 

6 . If you are paid by the month, you must [say one month 
ahead if you mean to leave]. 

7. I am [not feeling well] today; I think the fish has 
[caused trouble to] my stomach. 

8. Jane is [being emotional] today; her husband has been 
sent abroad. 

9. My orders [are as before]. 10. [I still offer £1000.] 


Part III 

IDIOM GROUPS 


LESSON 31. THE MENU 


Idioms of Choosing 


Would rather. Would like. I’ll have. Prefer (to). Which Is it 
to be? 


A. Dialogue 



Will this place do ?—or would you rather 
try that one ? 

This looks all right; I’d rather go here. 

Does this table suit you ?—or do you prefer 
that corner ? 

This’ll do. Let’s sit here. 

Now, will you have soup—or hors-d’oeuvres? 

I’ll have soup. 

There’s mutton or fish to follow ; which is 
it to be ? 

I think I’ll have fish. 

Then there’s a choice of sweet or cheese. 
Which would you like ? 

What sweet is it ? Is there any choice ? 

Yes, rice pudding or jam roll. Now make up 
your mind ! 

Well then, I’ll have cheese. 


B. Questions 

1. Where are X and Y ? 

2 . Who do you think Y is ? 

3. Will Y sit in the corner ? 

4. What are Y’s first two courses at dinner ? 

5. What are the sweets ? 

6 . What does X tell Y to do ? 

7. What is Y’s third course ? 
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31. THE MENU 
C. Guide Words 


1 .-place -?- 

try — ? 

This-; I - r - here 

2 . — table — ? or- 

comer ? 

This — +-here 

8 . N,-soup, or hors- 

d’oeuvres ? 

I- 

4 . T - mutton or fish —; 
which-? 

I - I — fish 

5 x_of sweet or 

cheese. Which-? 

W sweet-? Is - - c ? 

6 . Yes, r p or j r + Now 
-mind! 

- -, I’ll - c 


D. Exercises 

a. Hobson's choice = a “ choice ” when there is only 

one thing to choose ; so really no choice. 

b. A choice of evils = a choice between two equally 

bad things. 

c To follow = coming later. 

d. The following = “ Thefollowingpeoplewere pres^ 

ent : Mr. and Mrs. X, Mr. and Mrs. Y, Mr. and 
Mrs. Z.” 

Use the above phrases in these sentences : 

1 There is only one kind of pudding, so it is —. (a) 

l You Sn employ Mary or Anne as cook; both cook 

b tThe°rertorthe ( things you ordered [will be sent] by rail 
later. ( c) __ 
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IDIOM GROUPS 


LESSON 32. “ WHAT’S HIS NAME ? ” 



Idioms of Forgetting 

What was thg name | of that novelist | we 
met last night ? 

Do you mean the man with red hair ? 

Yes. That’s the one. What was his name ? 
Tck!* It’ll come back to me in a 
moment. 

Don’t tell me you’ve forgotten it! 

It has just slipped my memory. 

Think hard! 

It’s just on the tip 6f my tongue.f 

You must remember! 

I’ve got it!—Raemecker ! 


B. Questions 

1. Whom did they meet last night ? 

2. What colour was the man’s hair ? 

3. What does X ask ? 

4. What docs X tell Y to do ? 

5. What sound means “ Oh ! how annoying ! ” ? 
0. What was the novelist’s name ? 


* ‘‘Tek” (click made by the tongue against the back of the 
teeth) = annoyance or disappointment, 
f To rhyme with “ sung.” 
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32. “ WHAT’S HIS NAME ? ” 

C. Guide Words 

1. W — name — n we m - you - the-r h ? 

_ *? 

2. Yes + That-+ What - ! It — back — in - m 

— name ? 

3. Don’t-you’ve-! It — s my m 

4. T h ! It’s - on the t — t 

5. You - r! I-! Raemecker ! 


D. Exercises 

Don’t tell me -! or Don’t say -! = I shall be 

angry, sorry, or very pleased if I am told that 

Make sentences: 

Don’t tell me that [1] : I should be very [2] to 
hear that! 

[1] 1. Mr. X is dead : [2] pleased 

2. I’ve won a £1,000 prize : sorry 

3. You can’t get a seat for the concert: annoyed 

4. You have left your umbrella in the train : 

5. Your terrible Aunt Maria is coming here : 

6. Your amusing Aunt Maria can’t come after all: 

Use phrases from § A: 

1. [I shall remember] the name [very soon]. (2Y) 

2. Is this the picture you like so much ?—[Yes.] (2X) 

3. [Oh dear ! have you] forgotten to bring your spectacles ? 
(3X) 

4. I’m sorry I forgot to post your letter; it —. (3Y) 

5. I was just going to say “ How’s Mr. X ? ” It — ; then 
I remembered ; he’s dead. (4Y) 

6. I can’t find your book anywhere.—[Here it is !] (5Y) 

7. In doing mathematics you have to [concentrate]. (4X) 

8. [How silly of me !] I forgot to buy any cigarettes. (2Y) 
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IDIOM GROUPS 


LESSON 33. “ MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS” 


Idioms of Non-interference 

Not my business. Nothing to do with me. No affair of mine. 
No concern of mine. That doesn’t concern me. Live and let live. 
Mind your own business. 

A. Dialogue (Mrs. X and her husband, Y.) 



You ought to speak to Mrs. Z | about her 
dog. 

What’s that got to do with me ? 

I saw it sleeping right in the middle 5f thS 
road! 

It’s no business* of mine. 

But it’ll get run over ! 

I can’t help that. It’s not our affair. 
I hate busy-bodies | who interfere in 
things that don’t concern th£m 1 

You ought to interfere ; it’s your duty. 

No, it really isn’t my affair. You must 
live and let live. 

That’s all very well 1 But thS dog won’t 
live ! It’ll get killed. 

She’ll only tell you to mind your own 
business. 

It is my business ! 

She might even say | “ Let sleeping dogs 
lie ” 1 


B. Questions 

1. What sort of person is Mrs. X ? 2. WTio is Y ? 3. To 

whom should X speak ? 4. About what should X speak ? 

5. What is the dog doing ? 6. Whom does Y hate ? 7. WTiat 

ought X to do ? 8. What won’t the dog do ? 9. WTiat will 

Mrs. Z tell Y to do ? 


* Bizniss. 
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C. Guide Words 


1. You - to — Mrs. Z — 
dog 

What-to — me ? 

2. Isaw - sir-of —! 

It’s - b - m 

8. But it — r o ! 

I can’t — + It’s not - a + 
I - bs who i-don’t c -! 

4. You - - i; it’s - d 

No, it r — a + You must 
1- 

5. That’s - v -! But the 
dog — ! it — k 

She’ll - tell you to-b 

6. It - - b ! 

She m - say “ --” ! 


D. Exercises 
Use the phrases in these sentences: 

1. You oughtn’t to give your baby those sweets. It’ll be 

sick.—[-!] (5Y) 

2. I know you don’t approve of the way Mrs. Z brings up 
her children. She doesn’t approve of your way .—[——•] (4Y) 

3. If you complain to the landlord about the walls, he’ll 
ask for the rent. (6Y) 

4. [I am not concerned with] how Z spends his evenings, 
so long as he does his work well. (2Y) 

5. I saw Z hit his little boy on the head.—[-?] (lY) 

6. I haven’t had the demand for income tax yet. Shall 
I write about it ? (6Y) 

7. Your cat eats too much meat; it’ll be ill. (3Y) 

8. I never see your clerk, Z, in church nowadays. You 
ought to speak to him about it. (2Y) 

That’s all very well, but or That’s all very well for you. 

I don’t care if it rains.—[-], you’ve got an umbrella. 

2. Never mind the cost; always buy the best.—[-], you 

fire rich and I’m not. 

8. Milk is good for you. I drink three pints a day.—[-], 

you’ve got a cow. 

4. No, I’ve got no life insurance. What’s the good of money 
after you’re dead ?—[-], you’re a bachelor. 
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LESSON 34. PRE-WAR COAT 


Rather. Slightly, 
(short) side. 


A little. A bit. A shade. A trifle. On the 

A. Dialogue 


(Mr. X and a tailor, Y.) 



Can you do anything ab5ut this coat ? I had 
it before th£ war, And it’s slightly too 
small for me now. 

Yes, the sleeves are | a trifle short. 

It’s a bit tight across the back, isn’t it ? 

It is, rather. I’ll let it out a little. 

Biit it seems a shade loose round the waist. 

Just a shade. Not much. Not worth 
bothering about. 

Well, it’s a fault on th£ right side. 

What about the length ? 

It seems to me | rather on the short side. 
I must have grown a bit. 

Yes, I think so. I’ll let it down as much 


as I can. 


B. Questions 

1. Who is Y ? 

2. When did X buy the coat ? 

3. What’s wrong with the sleeves ? 

4. Is the back all right ? 

5. What about the waist ? 

6. Why not alter the waist ? 

7. Does it matter if the waist is a bit loose ? 

8. Is the coat too short or too long ? 

9. What must X have done ? 
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34. PRE-WAR COAT 
C. Guide Words 


1. Can you-this c ? 

I - it — war, & it — 

- small- 

Yes, the s-sh 

2. It-t - the back, 

_9 

• 

It -, - + I’ll - - out - - 

3. But it-1 - the waist 

J — + N - + Not w b - 

4. Well, -’s — on - r s 

-length ? 

5. It — me-short - + 

I — grown — 

Yes, I - - + I’ll - - down 
as — I - 


(c) “Not worth 


(a) 


D. Exercises 

(a) “ Bother! ” (b) Bother about, 

bothering about.” 

Use the phrases in these sentences : 

1. -; the shop has given me the wrong book. 

2. She is [worried] about her son ; he’s doing badly at 

3?°Why ^ do you [trouble] about that little sore place on 

your hand ; it [is very slight], (c) 

4. _! I know I oughtn’t to [get excited over] such 

little things, which [are really unimportant], but the baker 

has sent two small loaves instead of one big one. (a, b y c) 


A fault on the right side. 

Add the phrase to FOUR of these sentences: 

1. I’ve put too much sugar in the cake. 

2. This coat is rather too big for my boy. 

3. This coat is too tight for my boy. 

4. I think Tom works rather too hard at school. 

5. I don’t think Tom works very hard at school. 

6. I think you have the bedroom window open 

wide. 


rather too 
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IDIOM GROUPS 


X. 


LESSON 35. ENOUGH AND TO SPARE 

Idioms of Sufficiency 

Hardly enough. Barely enough. More than enough. Enough 
and to spare. Plenty. 

A. Dialogue 

CX. Have you got any milk to spare, Mrs. Z? 
In Hardly any ! I’ve got barely enough for 

myself. 

X. Could you let me have a drop of milk, 

Mrs. Y ? 

Why yes, I’ve got enough and to spare. 
Our little girl is away today. Would 
you like this bottle ? 

X. lhat s plenty ! That’ll be more th&n 

enough, thank you. Are you sure you 
3 J can spare it? 

I . Oh yes. By the way, my husband wants 
to know | if he might have thg l5an of 
your mower. Ours is out of order. 

fX. ^ By all means ! My boy will bring it r5und. 
4 .-n Y. If that isn’t troubling you. Or shall 

1 I fetch* it? 


Y. 


X. 


Y. 


X. 


Y. 


X. No trouble at all. 

Y . That’s very good of you. 


B. Questions 

1. How much milk has Mrs. Z got ? 

2. How much milk has Mrs. Y got ? 

3. Why has Mrs. Y got milk to spare ? 

4. What has happened to Mrs. Y’s mower ? 

5. Who will bring the mower round ? 
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C. Guide Words 


1. Have - - - milk - s, 
Mrs. Z ? 

H a ! I’ve got-myself 

2. C you - me - a-, 

Mrs. Y ? 

W y, I’ve got - &-+ 

Our — is — + - you - 
- bottle ? 

3. That — — ! That - be 
- - thank you + 

Are — you — it ? 

Oh yes + B - w, my h - 
to k - he - - the - - your 
mower -f Ours is- 

4. B — ! My boy will- 

If that-+ Or - I - it ? 

5. No- 

That — good — 


D. Exercises 

Bare. Bare-headed, on my bare skin (back), ride bare- 
back, bare walls, a bare living, barely a living wage. 

Out of order. (1) My watch is [not keeping good 

time]. (2) I don’t feel well ; my stomach -. 

(3) That has nothing to do with the subject! The 
speaker is -. 

Use the phrases from §A and §D in these sentences: 

1. There is [only just] enough time to catch the train. (1Z) 

2. I only need one pound of sugar and you've given me two. 

That’s -. (3X) . r 

3. [Would you kindly lend me] your pen ? Mine [won t 
write].—[Willingly !] (3Y, 3Y, 4X) 

4. Shall I post these letters for you ?—[Yes.] (4Y) 

5. He’s got [more coal than he needs]; he’s away most of 
the winter. (2Y) 

6. Thank you for giving me these vegetables; [it is very 

kind]. (5Y) , r 

7. Won’t it be troubling you to bring my boy back from 
school ?—[Oh no.] (5X) 

8. Sit down ! The chairman didn’t call on you to speak. 

You -. (D) . . , 

9. He beat out the fire with his hands [without his gloves 

on]. (D) _ 
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LESSON 36. “ MUCH TOO MUCH ” 

Idioms of Excess 

A lot. Such a lot 1 [Masses] and [masses]. All that! 



A. Dialogue (Mr. X and his wife, Y.) 

Look what they’ve brought ! Masses and 
masses of sand ! 

Yes ! They do seem to have rather | 
overdone it ! What did you order ? 

I said, “ Send plenty ! How do you sell it ? ” 

Sand is sold by the yard. What did you 
order ? 

I ordered two yards. That isn’t a lot, is it ? 

Two cubic yards | is getting on for a 
cart-load. 

They ought to have known | I didn’t want 
all that! 

What did you want such a lot 6f sand 
for? 

If you must know, it was for the bird cage. 

Well, now it’ll come in handy for the 
garden path. 


B. Questions 

1. Who is Y ? 

2. What have the men brought ? 

3. What did Y say to the shop ? 

4. How is sand sold ? 

5. What did Y order ? 


6. WTiat is a cubic yard ? 

7. What was the sand wanted for ? 

8. What will the sand be used for ? 
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36. “ MUCH 

C. Guidi 

1. Look - - -! M & m 
—! 

TOO MUCH ” 87 

3 Words 

Yes! They — to have-! 

What - you - ? 

2. I said, “ S p ! - do you 

_? ” 

• 

Sand is — the - + What 
- you - ? 

8. I o 2 yards + That isn’t 

y ? 

Two - yards is-a c-1 

4. They- k I -n’t- 

What - you w-sand 

-? 

5.-know,-bird 

cage 

-, - it’ll-for the garden 

path 


D. Exercises 

Masses and masses—lots and lots, pounds and pounds, 
heaps and heaps, gallons and gallons, etc. 

[1] is all right, but [2] is rather overdoing it. 

(1) Working—working 12 hours a day; (2) Going to the 

theatre—going every evening ; (3) Walking—walking 40 

miles a day; (4) Getting up early—getting up at 5 every 
morning ; (5) Bathing in the sea-bathing in December. 

How is [-] sold ? -is sold by the [-]. 

tea—pound ; milk—pint; coal—ton ; grain—bushel; 

gold—ounce. 

Getting on for. Make sentences: (i) It is 11.55 p.m.; 

(2) She is over 38; (3) He is 98; (4) The price is £951; 
(5) The war lasted 5\ years. 

(Well,) if you must know = I tell you unwillingly. 

Make questions and answers for Mrs. X , who — 
is 50 years old ; has spent £25 on a hat; has just had 
lunch with young Mr. Y ; has sold the necklace which her 
husband gave her. 

Look at this [a] ; that’ll come in handy for [6]. 

a. old coat, sugar, wool, bit of cloth, sticks, stones. 

b. making jam, making gloves for Jim, tying up the peas, 
the rock garden, patching Jim’s trousers, the gardener’s boy. 
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IDIOM GROUPS 


LESSON 37. DETECTIVE X 

SEEMS. (Seems to have. Seems as if. Seems to me. Seems so. 
Seems like it. So it seems.) 

He seems to have = it seems that he did. 



A. Dialogue 

He seems to have tried the back door first. 
Look at these marks | near the lock. 

It’s bolted inside ; so he couldn’t force 
it. 

Do you see these footmarks ? He seems to 
have gone round | to the side window. 

Yes, it seems like it; bCkt the side window 
has bars. 

It rather seems | as if someone let him in 
by the front door ! 

So it seems. But who let him in ? 

Was the servant in ? 

She was to have been back at ten. But 
she doesn’t seem to be here. 

It seems to me | that he followed thS ser¬ 
vant in; and she’s locked up some¬ 
where inside. 

That seems to be it! 


B. Questions 

1. Who is x ? 

2. Why does it seem that the thief tried the back door ? 

3. How is the back door shut ? 

4. Why does it seem that he went to the side window ? 

5. How is the window guarded ? 

6. How does he seem to have got in ? 

7. When was the servant to be back ? 

8. What does the thief seem to have done ? 

9. Where is the servant ? 


37. DETECTIVE X 
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C. Guide Words 


1. He-1 the b door - + 

L - these m — 1 

It’s - i; so he -n’t f it 

2. Do you - these - ? He 
-r to the s w 

Yes, it-; but the s w 

-b 

3. It-someone- 

in - the f d ! 

S - s + But who-? 

4. — servant - ? 

She-back at 10 + 

But she-here 

5. It-that he f t s in; 

& she’s-inside 

That-! 


D. Exercises 


Try a door = try to open. Force a door = 
by force. Bolt a door. Seems better, 
-like a fine day,-like rain. 


break open 
-worse, 


Use the phrases in the sentences: 

1. The door is not locked but it is [barred]. 

2. He pushed the door to see if it would open. 

8. He [pushed the door till it broke open]. 

4. The clouds are very dark ; it-. 

5. There’s a nice blue sky ; it-. 

6. Is X recovering from his illness ?—Yes, he-today. 

7. He looks very ill, doesn’t he ?—I think he - than 

yesterday. 

8. I’ll take an umbrella ; -. 

Seems like it,-to have,-so,-not to be. 

9. The car is going nicely ; the mechanic-mended it. 

10. Do you think he stole the money ?—Well, yes, -. 

11. He’s very late ! He-coming. 

12. Don’t you think the price far too high ?—Yes, -. 

18. I think he must have missed the train.—Yes,-. 
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LESSON 38. “ BY THE WAY ” 

Idioms for Change of Subject 

By the way. That reminds me. Speaking of-. Incidentally. 


1 . 


2. 


3. 


4. 


A.. Dialogue 

(X and his friend, Y.) 

X. Speaking of cars—tell me, how’s your new 

Morris car running ? 

Y. Very well. That reminds me. I hear th&t 
Dr. Morris is ill. How is he today ? 

X. Better. By the way, | have you heard | 

that he’s having a house | built here 
for his sister ? 

Y. Is he indeed ! I wish I | knew of a good 
builder. 

X. So do I ! Incidentally, | have you still got 

that handyman? 

Y. Joseph? Yes, he’s still with me. 

X. Could he give me some advice | about my 

gas stove ? 

Y. I’m sure he will. That reminds me, I 
must get one of mine repaired | before 
the winter. 


B. Questions 

1. What were X and Y talking about ? 

2. What sort of car has Y got ? 

3. What is the name of the doctor ? 

4. What is the doctor doing for his sister ? 

5. What does Y wish ? 

6. Who is Joseph ? 

7. What does X want advice about ? 

8. What must Y do before the winter ? 
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C. Guide Words 


1. S — cars, — me, how - y 
- Morris car - ? 

V w + That - - + I — Dr. 
M — ill + How — today? 

2. B +-, have — that 

he — a house- 

-! I-I-builder 

sister ? 


-I! I.y, have you - 

— hm ? 

Joseph ? Yes, he-me 

4. - he-advice- 

I - - he - + That - I 

gs? 

must - one--r before - - 


D. Exercises 

Is he indeed ? = I am interested in what you say 
(see Lesson 47 —Gossip). 

I wish I [did]. Make similar sentences : 

1. Do you know of a house for sale ?—I-! [did] 

2. Can you tell me where to get a good cook ?—I -1 

[could] 

3. Can you tell me which horse will win the Derby ? 

4. I thought you were in Switzerland !—I-. 

j 5 * Where’s your Rolls Royce car ? I thought you had one.— 

6. Aren’t you living in the country now ?—I-! 

So do I! So can I! So have I! etc. Nor can I, etc. 

1. I can ride a bicycle. 

2. I can’t dance the Mazurka. 

3. I like bathing. 

4. I don’t like bathing in winter. 

5. I think English is rather difficult. 

3* I don’t think Esperanto is difficult. 

7. I wish I had a nice car. 

3* I hate noisy people. 

9* I don’t like noisy people. 

10. I have got an old hat. 
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IDIOM GROUPS 


LESSON 39. CHARITY GARDEN PARTY 
“The” with Comparatives 





A. Dialogue 

When’s this garden party to be ? 

The sooner the better. The sooner we 
have it, the better weather we’ll get. 

The later it Is, the more likely | it won’t be 
held at all. 

Now, who’s t5 be invited ? 

Th6 fewer the better. ThS fewer there are, 
the less damage* they’ll do. 

But I say, “ The more the merrier ! ” 
The more people we invite, the more 
money! they’ll spend. 

And the more they’ll ruin my garden. 

I think you’re behaving rather selfishly, 
dear. 

The more you talk about this garden party, 
the less I like it. 

And the more fuss you make, th£ more 
determined I am | to make it a great 
success ! 


B. Questions 

1. When does Y want the party to be ? 2. Why does she 

want it soon ? 3. When does X want the party to be ? 4. Why 

does X want it to be late ? 5. How many people does X want 

to ask ? 6. Why does X want few people ? 7. Why does Y 

want many people ? 8. How is X behaving ? 9. When does 

Y become more determined ? 10. What is Y determined to do ? 


* Dammij. | “ Money ” to rhyme with “ funny.” 
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C. Guide Words 


1. When — g p - be ? 

The s - b + The s we —, 
-weather we — 

2. The — it — likely it 
-n’t - - a a 

Now, who-i.d ? 

3. The f-- + The f - 
the - d they — 

- I say, “-! ”- 

we i, — money — sp 

4. And - - they - r my 
garden 

I think you - b r s.ly, dear 

5. The - you-g p, the 

-I-- 

And - - f you -, the - d I - 
to - it - g s ! 


D. Exercises 

To fuss, make a fuss = get excited and talk a great 
deal. A fussy person = (1) an excitable person; 
(2) a person who is difficult to please and com¬ 
plains about small matters. 

Mrs. X is so -. She can’t do anything without -. 

She-round everywhere, talking and worrying. She- 

such-- that we all get-ed and worried ourselves. Why 

can’t she be calm and quiet and do tilings without-? 

Determined = strongly decided (resolved). See 
Lesson 56. 

Use phrases from §A in these sentences: 

1. There won’t be many people at your lecture.—[I like a 
small audience.] (3X) 

2. If we get there late, we shall not have to wait so much.— 

l-later-less-.] (2X) 

3. Tom’s conduct at school is rather bad. (4Y) 

4. You should go to the dentist as soon as you can. (1Y) 

5. I have quite decided to go away this summer. (5Y) 

6. You have worn that hat several times and I like it less 
and less. (5X) 

7. If there is a large party, the people will be more gay. (3Y) 

8. What date have you fixed for the wedding ? (IX) 


Part IV 

POLITE FORMS 


LESSON 40. “ I BEG YOUR PARDON ” 

Polite forms when you have not understood 

I beg your pardon. I didn’t quite catch. Would you mind 
repeating that? 

A. Dialogue 

(X is a foreigner. Marylebone is pronounced Maribun]; 
Gloucester, pronounced Glostcr.) 

' x . Please could you tell me the way | to 

1 . J Mary-lee-bone Station ? 

I Y. I beg your pardon. 



Mary-lee-bone Station. I believe it’s quite 
near here. 

Sorry, I didn’t quite catch the name ? 

Mary-lee-bone. Haven’t I pronounced it 
right ? 

Oh! Maribun Station. You go along 
Gloucester Place, turn left, and it’s on 
your right. 

I’m sorry to trouble you : would you mind 
repeating that ? 

xxx. London is difficult for a foreigner. 
Where are you from ? 

I come from Brno. 

I beg your pardon ? 

Well, it’s also called Brunn. 

Oh, those foreign names ! 


B. Questions 

1. Who is X ? 2. Where does X want to go ? 3. How is 

Gloucester pronounced ? 4. What does X ask Y to do ? 

5. What does Y say about London ? 6. Where does X come 

from ? 7. At what is Y surprised ? 
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C. Guide Words 


1. Pc--me -MlbSt? 

I- 

2. Mlb St + I-it-q — 

S, I -n’t q - - name ? 

3. Mlb + Have — pr — ? 

0 ! M S + You — Glou¬ 
cester Place, - 1, &-r 

4. I’m - to — : - you — r 
that ? 

xxx + London - d - - 
foreigner + - - you - 

from ? 

5. I — Brno 

I-? 

6. Well, it-Brunn 

Oh, - f n 1 


D. Exercises 

Use phrases from §A in these sentences: 

1. Was my pronunciation of your name wrong ? (3X) 

2. I did not hear your name when Mrs. X introduced us. (2Y) 

3. [I apologize for asking], but I think you’ve taken my 

hat. (4X) J 

4. From what part of Europe do you come ? (4Y) 

5. Aponi kothai jan f—What did you say ? (1Y) 

0. Will you please say that again ? (4X) 

7. [Where is the Post Office ?] (IX) 
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LESSON 41. MENDING 


Polite Requests and Delay Words 

Requests (in order of politeness): 

Please mend this !—Will you please -?—Would you 

kindly -?—Would you be so good as to -?—Could 

you possibly -, please ?—Would you - for me ?—do 

you mind ? 

Delay words (used while thinking what to say): 

Well, — Well now, yes ; of Let me see, — 

Yes, yes, — course, — Just a moment, — 

Well now, — Let me think, — Just a minute, — 

Well now, yes, — Just let me think, — 


A. Dialogue (Mr. X and a tailor, Y.) 


f X. Could you possibly mend this coat for me ? 

l.< Y. Let me look at it. Well—yes—just a 

moment. 



Look, there’s a hole here, and th£ pocket 
is torn. 

Yes,* yes. I’ll sew up that pocket. Biit 
thd hole will need darning.* 

Would you kindly do it as soon as you 
can ? When can I have it ? 

Well now, let me see ; I might have it 
ready at the end of next week. Is that 
soon enough ? 

Just let me think. I’ll have to wear it 
next Friday. 

Well, bring it in on Monday, &nd you shall 
have it back on Thursday evening. 


B. Questions 

1. What needs mending ? 2. What’s the matter with the 

coat ? 3. What will Y do to the pocket? 4. What will the 

hole need ? 5. When might it be ready ? 6. When does X 

need the coat ? 7. On what day must X bring the coat in ? 

8. When will he have it back ? 


* Or invisible mending. 
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C. Guide Words 


1. C you p - this-? 

L — at it + W, y, j - - 

2. L, there-hole & 

Y, y I’ll-p+ But the 

the- 

hole- 

3. W you — it as-? 

W - me Im-itr- 

When - I - - ? 

the - of - - + Is - s e ? 

4. J-t + I’ll-it - 

- it — M, &-it - 

Fri 

-The 


D. Exercises 


Ask (1) John, a servant or employee , (2) Tom , a member 
of your family or a friend , to do these things. Use 
the right form: 


[Do it!] Please do it. Kindly do it. Would you 

kindly-? Would you be so good as to-? 

Could you possibly -? Would you mind 

-ing ? Would you-, do you mind ? 


1. clean these shoes. 

2. see who is at the door. 

3. answer the telephone. 

4. make me some sandwiches. 

5. bring me a cup of tea. 


6. pump up my bicycle. 

7. clean the car. 

8. mow the lawn. 

9. post this letter. 

10. hold this while I cut it. 


Ask these questions and use Delay Words in answering 
them: 


1. Have you read any interesting books lately ? 

2. Which is the best hotel near here ? 

3. Kindly tell me the way to the nearest Post Office. 

4. Would you like to come to a lecture with me on Wednes¬ 
day evening ? 

5. How far is it from here to the nearest Police Station ? 

0. What day would suit you for the committee meeting ? 


D 


CO to M 
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POLITE FORMS 


LESSON 42. REPAIRING A WATCH 


Polite Requests and Delay Words 


| X. Would you be so gdod as to repair this 
l.< watch? 

I Y. What’s th£ matter with it ? 


{ X. It’s gone wrong. It doesn’t keep time. It 

loses* half an hour a day. 

Y . I expect it needs cleaning. 

f X. When can I have it back? 

3.< Y. Well now, let me think. It might be 
k ready | next week. 

f X. That’s fine ! Thanks very much ! 

4.< Y. Mind ! I can’t promise it, but I’ll do my 

best. 


B. Questions 

. What needs repairing ? 

. What has happened to the watch ? 
. What doesn’t the watch do ? 

4. WTiat does it seem to need ? 

5. WHhen might it be ready ? 

6. Wliat can’t Y do ? 

7. Wliat will Y do ? 


* Loo-ooziz. 
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C. Guide Words 


1. W y — good — r - w ? 

What’s-it ? 

2. It - g w + It doesn’t - 
-+ It - J-day 

I - it n - 

3. When - I - it - ? 

Well --+ It - - r 

next week 

4. — f ! Thanks — ! 

M! I - - it, but I’ll- 


D. Exercises 

Mind ! = warning. See Lesson 45. 

1. Mind ! You’ll break it! 

2. Mind the traffic or you’ll be run over ! 

3. Mind what you’re doing, you careless thing 1 

4. Mind the baby [ = take care of]; mind it doesn’t hurt 
itself. 

Use the phrases from §A and §D in these sentences : 

1. I believe that the car should be oiled. (2Y) 

2. My wireless is out of order. (2X) 

3. The fruit [may be ripe after 30 days]. (3Y) 

4. [Be careful about] the step in going into the room. (D) 

5. It is not possible to say for certain that I’ll come. (4Y) 

6. [Be careful!] [Think of what you are doing.] (D) 

7. Are you better ?—Yes.—[Good !] (4X) 

8. You stay and [take care of the children] while I’m out. (D) 
0. [I wiU do the work as weU as I can.] (4Y) 

10. My watch is always 5 minutes slow in every hour. (2X) 


100 POLITE FORMS 

LESSON 43. CROWDED BUS 
Idioms of Apology 

Before doing something, e.g. 

pushing a person - . - Excuse me. (a) 

After doing something - - I beg your pardon. (6) 

Sorry, (c) So sorry. ( d) 

Asking a person to cease doing Would you mind - ? (e) 

something - - - (See Lesson 44.) 

Coming forward to do a service Allow me. (/) 

Correcting a mistake - - Pardon me. ( g ) 


A. Dialogue 

(A, B, C, D, E are other people in the bus.) 



Excuse me, would you let me pass ? I’ve 
got to get off at th$ next stop. 

There ! Is that enough room ? 

Thank you. Oh ! my string-bag | has 
caught on your button. 

Allow me, madam. Now you’re free. 

Thank you. Excuse me, madam, I’ve got 
to get off at the next stop. 

You needn’t push ! You nearly knocked 
me over. 

I beg your pardon. The bus threw me off 
my balance. 

Would you mind . . . ? You’re standing 
on my foot. 

Oh, I’m so sorry. Excuse me, I’ve got t6 
get off at the Town Hall, next stop. 

Pardon me, madam, the Town Hall | is 
the next stop but one. 
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43. CROWDED BUS 
C. Guide Words 

1. -me, w-pass? I’ve -! Is — r? 

•-at — stop 

2. Th - + Oh ! my - bag - me, m + Now you — 

-your b 

3. Th - + E -, m, I-You - - p ! You - - me - 

-stop 

4. I-+ The bus - me-... ? You’re-foot 

- my - 

5. Oh, I-+ E-, I- —, madam, the T H- 

-the Town Hall, stop — 

- stop 

D. Exercises 

Balance : (1) Balancing a stick on his finger ; (2) Balancing 
[himself] on the top of a wall ; (3) Balance of power among 
nations ; (4) These accounts don’t balance ; (5) A balance of 
£100 at the bank. 

Next but one = second after this. 

Use one of the phrases at the top of the lesson: 

1. -! [He picks up the coin which Miss X has 

dropped.] (/) 

2. -! He trod on X’s toe.] (6) 

3. -! He knocked over a man’s empty glass.] (c) 

4. -! [You are sitting on the edge of my coat and I 

can’t get up.] (a) 

5. -! [He reaches under the next man’s seat to get his 

own hat which he left there.] (a) 

6. -! [The train goes at 4.30—not at 4.40 as you said.] ( g) 

7. — ! [Stop whistling ; I’ve got a headache.] ( e ) 

Use phrases from §A and §D in these sentences : 

1. It’s not this house, it’s the next [except one house]. (5E) 

2. There is £230 left in the bank. (D) 

3. The ship rolled and [made me fall]. (4X) 

4. The policeman would not let me go by. (IX) 

5. The string has [got twisted round] that nail. (2X) 

6. A taxi came suddenly round the corner and [hit him 
and he fell.] (3C) 
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POLITE FORMS 


LESSON 44. PLEASE DON’T 

Polite ways of asking a person NOT to— 

a. Don’t. 

b. Please don’t - . 

c. Please don’t - ; do you mind ? 

d. I wouldn’t- [if I were you], 

e. Would you mind not [doing - ] ? 

/. I wonder if you’d mind not [doing-J. 


A. Dialogue 

(Mr. X, a business man, comes to see Mrs. Y about her affairs.) 

{ X. Shall I put my c5at here ? 

Y . No, please | don’t put it there ; won’t 

you hang it up ? 

CX. I’ll sit in this | chair, shall I? 

2.< Y. I wouldn’t sit there, if I were you. It’s 
I broken. 


f X. May I smoke a cigar ? 

■S Y. Oh, please don’t—do you mind? Have 
k a cigarette. 


f X. Now I’ll EXPLAIN IT QUITE SIMPLY ! 
< Y. Do you mind not speaking quite so loud ? 
k The baby is asleep. 


f X- Certainly ! I wonder if you’d mind | not 
-s having the wireless on | while I talk ? 

L Y. Of course ! I’ll turn it off. Now tell me. 


B. Questions 

1. Who is Mr. X ? 

2. What has he come to see Mrs. Y about ? 

3. Where did X want to put his coat ? 

4. What should X do -with his coat ? 

5. Why mustn’t X sit in that chair ? 

G. What does X want to smoke ? 

7. Why must X speak quietly ? 

8. What must Y turn off ? 
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C. Guide Words 


1. - I — c here ? 

No,-it there ; - you 

hit-? 

2. I’ll-chair, - - ? 

I -n’t —, if I — + It’s- 

3. - I — cigar ? 

Oh, - -, do - - ? - - 
cigarette 

4. Now I - E I Q S! 

Do-not - q - loud ? 

The b - - 

5. C ! I w-not- 

wireless - while I - 

0 c ! I’ll t - - + Now - - 


D. Exercises 

I wouldn’t-if I were you. (See Lesson 28.) 

Look at the phrases at the top of the lesson and say the 
right thing to a person who : 

1. - is talking loudly in a cinema. ( e ) 

2. - is smoking in a non-smoking carriage, (c) 

3. - is dropping cigarette ash on your carpet. (/) 

4. - is talking very loud to you on the telephone. (b) 

5. - is shutting the railway carriage window on a hot 

day. (/) 

6. - is bringing a dog into your dress shop. ( b) 

7. -is playing the piano very loud when you have a 

headache, (c) 

8. - has his wireless full on with the window open 

opposite your flat. (/) 

9. - is picking flowers in the public gardens, (d) 

10. - is pulling a dog along by its chain, (a) 

11. - keeps tapping the table with a pencil. (/) 

12. - is just going to let the dog out of the room. ( b) 
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POLITE FORMS 

LESSON 45. “ MIND YOU DON’T ” 

The Polite Warning 


a. Mind you don’t-. 

b. Be sure you don’t-. 

c. Be sure not to-. 

d. Remember not to - 

e. You’d better not-. 

/. You will be careful not to -, won’t you ? 

g. I would not-, if I were you. 



A. Dialogue 

(Mrs. X and her son, Y.) 

Mind you don’t bear left at the cross-roads. 
No. I’m to keep straight on. 

That’s right, and be sure not to miss thS 
footpath on the right. 

I’ll look out for it. 

You will be careful not to talk pblitics ? 
Of course not! 

And you’d better not ask after John. He’s 
in trouble. 

No ! I mtist be careful about that. 

And I wouldn’t stay for tea, if I w£re you. 
No. I’ll say you’re expecting me back. 


B. Questions 

1. Who is Y ? 

2. What must Y not do at the cross-roads ? 

3. What is there on the right ? 

4. What must Y not talk about ? 

5. What has happened to John ? 

6. Will Y stay to tea ? 

7. What will Y say ? 
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C. Guide Words 


1.-b left at- 

No + I — keep — 

2. - right, &-miss 

- f p — r 

I’ll-it 

3. You-not-- 

politics ? 

— not! 

4. And - - b - ask - John + 
He’s -1 

No ! I — careful — 

^ ^ V % 


5. And I-tea,-No + I’ll say - - e m b 


D. Exercises 

Look at the phrases at the top of the page and say the 
right thing to a person who is likely to : 

1. walk on a flowerbed. ( b) 

2. slip on a mat. (a) 

3. offer a cigarette to Aunt Jane [who disapproves of 
smoking], (d) 

4. shout at George [who will not admit he is deaf], (c) 

5. let the dog out [when he goes out of the house]. (/) 

6. drive too fast on the West Road. (/ or a) 

7. ask about Uncle John [who is in prison], (d) 

8. stay to supper [in a house where there is lack of food], (g) 

9. serve pork to a Muhammedan guest. ( b) 

10. tell stories about America [his American wife divorced 
him], (a) 



106 


POLITE FORMS 


LESSON 46. NON-COMMITTAL 
Idioms avoiding an Opinion 

It is often necessary to avoid giving an opinion—e.g. because 
you do not wish to over-praise nor speak ill of a friend. The 
phrases are : 

So so. Fair. Very fair. Fairly good. All right. Not at all bad. I 
couldn’t say. 

(See also Lessons 51, 52.) 

A. Dialogue 

(Y has been staying at an hotel which his friend Smith 
has just started.) 

f X. Well, what did you think | of Smith’s new 

hotel ? 

Oh, it’s all right. 

Is it a good building? 

So so. 

Are there nice big grounds ? 

Fairly big. 

Was the food good? 

Very fair. 

Was the service satisfactory? 

Not at all bad. 

Was the bill reasonable ? 

Oh, I couldn’t say. 



B. Questions 

1. Where has Y been staying ? 

2. Was X very pleased with the hotel ? 

3. Has the hotel any garden ? 

4. What was the food like ? 

5. Were the servants good ? 

6. Was the hotel cheap or expensive ? 


46.. NON-COMMITTAL 
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C. Guide Words 


1. W, w-S’snh? 

Oh, — a r 

2. Is — good b ? 

— — 

3. Are — big g ? 

F- 

4 . Was-f-? 

Vf 

5. Was - s.e s ? 

N a a b 

6. Was — b r.e ? 

0, I c s 


D. Exercises 

Nice big garden— so also Nice hot bath, Nice cold 
drink, Nice long letter, etc. 

Use phrases from §A: 

1. [Did the waiters bring the food quickly ?] (5X) 

2. He has a [big, but not very big] car. (3Y) 

3. What is your opinion of the new teacher ? (IX) 

4. I want a bright room with a big window. (3X, D) 

5. Did the restaurant charge too much ? (6X) 

6. Does your sister sing well ?—[Yes, she does ; but I don’t 
like to say so.] (0Y) 

7. How is your grandfather ? Is he well ?—[Not well, not 
ill.] (2Y) 

8. Did you have a good game ? (4Y or 5Y) 

9. I want a hot bath and a hot cup of tea and then I’U 
have a quiet evening all by myself. (3X, D) 

10. Was it a good play ?—[-.] (5Y) 


108 


POLITE FORMS 
LESSON 47. GOSSIP 
Vague Answers 


It is often necessary to show that you have heard without 
showing interest or belief. The phrases are : 

Really? Not really? Indeed? Is that so? Well, well. You 
don’t say so ? I wouldn’t say that. 

The first six are really idioms of surprise (see Lesson 57), but 
are said without any tone of surprise. 


A. Dialogue 

I hear that Z is in a bad way. 

You don’t say so ? 

Yes, he’s lost a lot of money in investments. 
Is that so ? 

And his business isn’t doing very well. 

Not really ? 

You see, his machines are quite out of date. 
Are they indeed ? 

He’s not a good business man. 

Oh, I wouldn’t say that. 



B. Questions 

1. What is Y trying not to show ? 

2. What has happened to Z ? 

3. How is Z’s business doing ? 

4. Why is not Z’s business doing very well ? 

5. Why does not Z succeed ? 

6. Is Y interested in what X is saying ? 
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47. GOSSIP 

C. Guide Words 


1.-Z’s — bad - 

— say - ? 

2. Yes, — lost-m — 

— so ? 

3. And - b - n’t- 

Nr? 

4.-, his m - q-d 

— indeed ? 

5. He’s not a- 

Oh, I- 


D. Exercises 

Out of date. [Bows and arrows] are out of date for 
[shooting]; [rifles] are the up-to-date things. 

You see. You will understand it if you realize that : 

1. The work is not ready yet [because] I’ve been ill. 

2. I haven’t answered your letter earlier; I only got it 
yesterday. 

3. I haven’t had my salary so I can’t pay your bill.—[I can’t 

-; -I haven’t-.] 

4. He has just lost his wife; that’s why he’s very depressed.— 

[He’s-; -, his wife.] 


U se phrases from § A in these sentences: 

1. Z is [having difficulties]; he can’t pay his debts. (IX) 

2. Do you know of any [good company into which I can 
put money] in South America ? (2X) 

8. He is not [clever at managing money]. (5X) 

4. This apple tree [looks very unhealthy]; it is covered 
with insects. (IX) 

5. Duveen’s novels are [of no interest now]. (4X) 

6. I think he’s a perfectly disgusting person !—[I do not 
fuUy agree.] (5Y) 

7. Oil lamps are [no longer used]; electric lamps are the 
[modem] way of getting light. (4X, D) 

8. His restaurant is [prospering]. (3X) 

9. Men seldom wear top hats now : they are almost-. 

(4X) 

10. The hotel is quite [modem]; there is a bathroom for 
every bedroom. (D) 
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POLITE FORMS 


LESSON 48. DROPPING IN 
Some Idioms of Visiting 


A. Dialogue 

X. Is Mrs. Y at home ? 

Serv. Yes, ma’am. Will you come this way? 
What name shall I say? 

X. Tell her it’s Mrs. Ex. 

F. Come in, Mary ! I’m so glad to see you. 
I’ve only just settled in here. 

X. I thought I’d just drop in. What a nice 

room !—with french windows opening 
on to the garden. 

F. You should see th£ kitchen, with all the 
latest fittings. 

X. You’re lucky to have got such a nice place. 

F. I suppose we are ; but we’ve had an eye 
on it for a long time. 

X. Won’t you show me all round it? 

F. Will you stay to lunch?—or have you 
got t5 be getting along ? 


B. Questions 

1. What is Mrs. X’s first name ? 

2. What has Mrs. Y just done ? 

3. Has Mrs. Y invited Mrs. X to come ? 

4. What sort of windows has the room ? 

5. What are there in the kitchen ? 

6. How did Mrs. Y manage to get such a nice house ? 

7. What does Mrs. X ask Mrs. Y to do ? 

8. Why may Mrs. Y not be able to stay to lunch ? 


Ill 


48. DROPPING IN 


C. Guide Words 


1. - Mrs. Y--? 

Yes, m + - you-w ? 

What - - I - ? 

2. - Mrs. X 

- Mary ! I’m - see 

you + I’ve - here 

3. I - I - j — i +- 

room ! - f windows - 
— the garden 

You - kitchen, - all 

the — 

4. You’re 1 - such — p 

I - we - ; but we’ve - 

- it - time 

5. - you - me — it ? 

Will you - - lunch ?— or 
- you - to be -? 

D. Exercises 

At home = able to see visitors. Not at home = not able to 


see you. Have an eye on, Keep an eye on = watch. 

Use the above phrases in these sentences : 

1. [Follow me,] madam, and I will take you into the 
drawing-room. (IS) 

2. Mr. and Mrs. Smith have just [made themselves 
comfortable] in their new home. (2Y) 

3. Let us [pay a surprise call] on Mrs. Zed. (3X) 

4. [Watch] the baby while I go and post this letter. (D) 

5. The Guide [showed me the sights of] the town. (5X) 

6. I [cannot stay, I have other visits to make]. (5Y) 

7. Is Mrs. Jones [in] ?—I’m sorry ; Mrs. Jones [has tooth¬ 
ache and cannot receive visitors]. (D, D) 

8. The dining-room [has a door into] the drawing-room, 
[has a door to] the garden. (3X) 

9. Please see that the milk does not boil over. (D) 

10. I want to wash my hands.—[I will show you where 
the lavatory is.] (IS) 

11. The headmaster [took me to see every part of the 
school. (5X) 

12. This bathroom has all the newest [appliances]. (3Y) 

13. The price of the house docs not include [the gas-fires, 
cooker, electric lamps, refrigerator, etc.]. (3Y) 

14. I suppose Tom is [accustomed to the life] in his new 
school by now. (2Y) 


Part V 

EMPHASIS SCALES 

It is difficult in a foreign language to get just the right 
degree of emphasis or emotion. It is especially difficult in 
English, as the Englishman tends to understate, and it sounds 
very “ foreign ” to do otherwise. (But overstatement is, of 
course, common in matters of politeness ; see Lesson 53.) 


LESSON 49. SIR CHARLES GRAND 
Friendship—Acquaintance 

Inseparable. Bosom friends. Intimate. One of our circle. On 
very good terms. Cool off. Nodding acquaintance. Not on speaking 
terms. Cut a person dead. 



A. Dialogue 

Sir Charles Grand ? Oh yes, I know him 
very well. 

Quite bosom friends, ch ? 

Well, not that; but I know him intimately. 

Does he drop in every day ?—or what ? 

No, it’s not quite like that, but he’s one of 
our circle of friends. 

I see ; just a nodding acquaintance ? 

Oh no ; more than that! We’re on very 
good terms. 

But you’ve rather cooled off lately? Is 
that it ? 

No, no, not at all! But our wives have 
quarrelled, and they aren’t on speak¬ 
ing terms. 

I see 1 That’s how it is ! I noticed that 
they cut each other dead in the street. 


B. Questions 

(None) 
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49. SIR CHARLES GRAND 
C. Guide Words 


1. SCG? — y, I — him — 

Quite b -, - ? 

2. Well, — ; but I - him i 

Does he-day? or -? 

3. No, it’s - q - that, - 
he’s - of our - of - 

I - ; just ana? 

4. Oh no ; - than - ! We’re 
on- 

But you’ve — 1 ?-it ? 

5. N, n, n-! But- 

have q, & they aren’t 
- s t 

- - ! That’s - it - ! I - 
that they - e o - in — 


D. Exercises 

Inseparable(s) = very close friends never seen apart, 
e.g. schoolgirls. 

One of our circle = “ One of our set ” (rather snob¬ 
bish), “ one of our lot ” (too colloquial), “ one of 
our cronies ” (said by old people). 

Use these phrases and those in the dialogue: 

1. We are not as friendly as we were lately. (4Y) 

2. Mrs. Z is among the people whom we know well. (3X) 

8. I never speak to Mrs. N and she never speaks to me. (5X) 

4. She passed me in the square without taking any notice 
of me. (5Y) 

5. I just nod to Z when we pass in the street. (3Y) 

6. Z often comes in the evening—just for a talk or a game 
of chess. (2Y) 

7. We do not know the Z’s well. (Not 2X) 

8. Mary and I are great friends ; we tell each other every¬ 
thing. (1Y) 

9. Mary and Jane go everywhere together—silly school¬ 
girls l (D) 

10. Oh, I understand the situation now ! (5Y) 

11. Old Mr. Z was a friend of my grandfather, one of his 

old-. (D) 

12. Lady Spink is not one of our very select circle ; she is 
not of good class. (D) 
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EMPHASIS SCALES 


LESSON 50. REGGIE 
Tolerance—Dislike 

Like. Not so bad. Don’t dislike. Don’t mind. Can’t say I (like). 
Dislike. Can’t bear him. Unbearable. Annoys me intensely. Detest. 



A. Dialogue 

Do you know Reggie ? Do you like him ? 

Oh, he’s all right. I don’t mind him. 

I thought him unbearable. He talks too 
much ; he boasts ; he shows 5ff. 

He’s not so bad. I don’t dislike him. 

He annoys me intensely. I can’t bear him ! 

He’s quite amusing at times. He means 
well. 

He didn’t amuse me! I thought him 
detestable. I detest the man ! 

No, nd ! he isn’t as bad as all that. He 
has his faults, but he has his good 
points too. 

I’m surprised that you stick up for him. 
What do you see in him ? 

Well, I’m engaged to his sister ; so you 
see | that makes a difference. 


B. Questions 

1. What does Reggie do too much ? 

2. What other unpleasant things does he do ? 

3. What is R at times ? 

4. What does not R do to X ? 

5. What has R as well as faults ? 

6. Why is X surprised ? 

7. What makes a difference ? 


50. REGGIE 
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C. Guide Words 


1.-R ? Do - 1 him ? 

he’s — + I don’t — 

2. I t him u+ He - too 
much ; he b ; he s o 

He’s not — + I don’t d - 

3. He a me i + I c b him ! 

He’s q a.g at - + He m w 

4. He didn’t-! It him 

d + I - the - ! 

No, no ; he’s not - bad - - 

- + He has-, but he 

has-too 

5. I’m - that you - - - 

him + What do you 

-? 

• 

Well, I’m-sister ; so 

you - that - a d.e 


D. Exercises 

a. Shows off = does things intended to draw atten¬ 

tion to himself and show how clever he is. 

b. Stick up for = defend. 

c. Means well = his intentions are good, he is kind 

at heart. 

Use phrases from §A and §D in these sentences: 

1. I am [not unfriendly] with Z. (2Y) 

2. I [find Z so unpleasant that I cannot meet him]. (3X) 

3. Z [wishes to be kind], but he [makes me very angry]. 
(3Y, 3X) 

4. He tries to make people notice him. (2X) 

5. I [hate] Z. (4X) 

6. I always [speak in defence of] my friends. (5X) 

7. I [don’t like or dislike] Z ; he’s very harmless. (1Y) 

8. There is some good in his character. (4Y) 

9. In what way is she attractive ? (5X) 

10. He is [not perfect], but he [can be entertaining]. (4Y, 3Y) 

11. You say that the world is in a worse state than it 

really is. [“ Things-4Y] 

12. It was siUy to buy the picture ! Oh, you got it very 
cheap ? [That changes my opinion.] (5Y) 


6 EMPHASIS SCALES 

LESSON 51. MARY 
Love—Approval 

Nice. A good sort. Attractive. Charming. Sweet. Adorable. 



A. Dialogue 

(Mrs. X and her son, Y.) 

She’s a very | nice | girl. 

Who is ? Mary ? Yes, she’s all right. 

1 thought her most attractive. 

Yes, she is rather pretty, isn’t she ? 

Quite charming. Don’t you think so ? 

Oh yes, of course. She’s a very good sort. 

It isn’t Often one meets such a sweet girl. 
No, I suppose not. 

You don’t sound very enthusiastic ? 

As a matter of fact I think she’s ador¬ 
able !* and I wanted to tell you | 
we’re engaged. 


B. Questions 

1. Who is Y ? 

2. Whom did Mrs. X like ? 

3. Who says that Mary is pretty ?—X or Y ? 

4. What does Y say about Mary’s nature ? 

5. Why does Y pretend to be not very enthusiastic ? 

6. What does Y really think about Mary ? 


* But he would probably use some slang phrase, e.g. “ absolutely 


51. MARY 
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C. Guide Words 


1. — a-ng 

-? Mary ? Y, she’s- 

2. 11 her m a 

Yes, she -r p, — she ? 

8. Q ch + Don’t-? 

-, o c + She’s a v g s 

4. It isn’t-m-girl 

No, I - - 

5. You don’t - v e ? 

As-I think she’s - ! 


& I - to - you we - e 


D. Exercises 

Use phrases from § A in these sentences: 

!• He’s not a bad feUow ; he’s [satisfactory]. (1Y) 

2. [I have seldom heard such good music.] (4X) 

^^3. You do not [speak as if you enjoyed the music much]. 

4. [To tell you the truth] I didn’t go to the concert; I 
went to a cinema instead. (5Y) 

5. He is a [kind and amiable] man. (3Y) 

3. The idea [pleases me very much]. (2X) 

7. I failed in the exam; I ought to have told you this 
before. (5Y) 

8. [A very pretty house ; it could not be prettier.] (3X) 
8* [I am drawn towards the idea], but it would not really 

work. (2X) 

You don’t [speak as if you liked] your new headmaster. 

11. It isn’t easy to live on £300 a year.—No, [so I would 
think.] (4Y) 

12. It really is a very pretty village in every way; it’s 

-. (8X) 
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EMPHASIS SCALES 


LESSON 52. PICTURE GALLERY 

Beautiful—Ugly 

Exquisite. Lovely. Beautiful. Pretty. Attractive. Nice. Pleasing. 
Plain. Ugly. Frightful. Hideous. Ghastly. Terrible. 



A. Dialogue 

Ninety-two, “The Stroud Valley”—ex¬ 
quisite ! 

This catalogue | says “Portrait* of a girl.” 

That’s ninety-three ! It’s a lovely part 6f 
the wdrld ; and this is a beautiful 
picture of it. 

Yes, it’s a pretty place, and that’s a 
good picture, but I wouldn’t call it a 
masterpiece. 

Ninety-three, “ Portrait of a girl.” She’s 
rather plain, but it’s a pleasing portrait. 

No, I think she’s rather attractive. Not 
beautiful, but it’s a nice face. 

Ninety-four, “ Motherhood.” It’s perfectly 
frightful! 

It is rather ghastly. 

A very ugly woman | with a perfectly 
hideous baby ! 

Terrible, aren’t they ?—and not good 
work, either. 


B. Questions 

1. What mistake does Y make ? 2. What is a lovely part 

of the world ? 3. Is 92 a good picture ? -but not- 

4. What is Number 93 ? 5. What sort of a face has 93 ? 

6. What is Number 94 ? 7. Is Number 94 well painted ? 


* Pau-au-trit. 


52. PICTURE GALLERY 
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C. Guide Words 


1. 92, “ - Stroud V e ! 

This - - “ P of a g ” 

2.-93 ! It is a-of 

the -; & -bp of it 

Yes,-p p, & that’s a 

g p, but I w — it a m 

3. 93, “ P — g ” + She’s r 
p, but it’s - p pt. 

No, I think she - a + Not 
-, but-n f 

4. 94, “ M ” + It’s p f ! 

It-r g 

5. A v u w with a p h baby! 

T, - - ? & not - e 


D. Exercises 

Exquisite, exquisitely (beautiful). The word is so strong 
that a foreigner would hardly ever be able to use 
it. (Mrs. X is “ showing off ”—see Lesson 50D.) 

Plain = rather ugly ; used only of the face, not of 
places. 

Ghastly = (1) Very ugly ; (2) Looking very ill. 

Use phrases from §A in these sentences: 

1. You’ll find the price in your [list]. (lY) 

2. The Venus de Milo is [one of the greatest works of 
art]. (2Y) 

3. She [isn’t pretty], (3X) 

4. I saw a [very unpleasant] sight—a man crushed by a 
motor-car. (4Y) 

5. A very beautiful district. (2X) 

6. I would not be willing to say that she is pretty. (2Y) 

7. It’s a nice picture of Lady Z. (3X) 

8. Why are there pictures of [the state of being a mother] 
but never of [the state of being a father] ? (4X) 

9. He looked as if he was just going to faint; his face was 
[very pale]. (D) 

10. That green and red cushion is [very ugly]. (5X) 


12 o EMPHASIS SCALES 

LESSON 53. DELIGHTFUL EVENING 

Enjoyment—Boredom 

Delightful. Have a (good, fine, wonderful) time. Fun. Enjoyable. 
Pleasant. Average. Dull. Boring. Bored stiff. 


A. Dialogue 


(Mrs. X and her husband, Y, are just leaving Mrs. Z’s party.) 

[X. Thank you for a very delightful evening. 

1 J Z. I’m so glad you enjoyed it. Must you 
I really be going ? 



Yes, I’m afraid we really must | tear* our¬ 
selves away. The family will be getting 
anxious. Good night. And thanks 
again. 

. . . Well, that’s done. 

Did you find it very boring ? I thought it 
was rather fun. Quite enjoyable. 

About average. Good in parts, dull in 
others ; and the music bored me stiff. 

You’re rather difficult to please. When | 
did you enjoy a party ? 

The E’s. I had a fine time there ! Perfect! 



What was so nice about it? 

Pre-war whisky, and I held wonderful 
cards all the evening. 


B. Questions 

1. mo is Y ? 2. What are X and Y doing ? 3. my 
must Mrs. X go ? 4. Who enjoyed the party, Mrs. X or her 
husband, Y ? 5. What did Y think of the music ? 0. What 

party did Y enjoy ? 7. What did Y drink at the E’s house ? 

8. Why did Y enjoy the E’s party ? 


* Rhyme with “ there,” “ fair.” 



58. DELIGHTFUL EVENING 
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C. Guide Words 


1. — for a v d evening 

I’m-you e it + M you 

-be-? 

2. Yes, I-r must-+ 

The family-a.s + 

Gn + & - - 

Well,- 

3. Did you - it v b ? I th 
it — f + Q e 

A a.e + G in -, d in & 
the music - me - 

4. You’re r d to p + When 

The E’s + I had- 

— e a p.y ? 

there ! P ! 

5. What — nice — ? 

P.w w.y, & I - - cards - - 


D. Exercises 

Use the phrases in the dialogue: 

L We must go away although we are unwilling to go. (2X) 
2. The party was slightly amusing. (3X) 

8. It is not easy to amuse you. (4X) 

4. I enjoyed myself very much in Paris. (4Y) 

. 5. It was an [uninteresting] speech, and I [became very 
tired of it}. (3Y, 8Y) 

8* What did you find so pleasing in the hotel ? (5X) 

7. Some chapters of the book are good. (3Y) 

8. He is not very clever, or very stupid ; he’s -. (3Y) 

[1 w *sh you could stay longer.] (1Z) 

10. [Now we have done our duty in going to tea with Mrs. 
Hull.] (2Y) 

11. Thank you for a [very nice] drive. (IX) 

12. [I think that my wife is beginning to wonder why we 
are not back yet.] (2X) ' 

18. I thank you once more. (2X) 

14. His speech was [not all bad, not all good]. (3Y) 
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EMPHASIS SCALES 
LESSON 54. FIRST NIGHT 


Hope—Despair 

Confident. Happy about It. Optimistic. Nervous. Anxious. 
Look on the bright side. Hope for the best. It might be worse. 
Despondent. Despair. Panic-stricken. 

A. Dialogue (X, amateur ; Y, professional actor.) 



I d6 hope it’ll be a success. I’m so nervotis 1 
Do you think it will ? 

I feel | quite happy about it. 

Do you always feel c5nfid£nt on first 
nights ? 

Oh no. Sometimes I’m anxiobs, some¬ 
times I’m despondent, and sometimes 
I’m panic-stricken. 

What used you to do | when you felt panic- 
stricken—as I do now ? 

I just went on with the job | and hdped 
for the best. 

Ajid if things didn’t go right then ? 

Oh, I didn’t despair ; I looked on the 
bright side | and said, “ It might have 
been worse, and it may get better as it 


goes along.” 



Well, what makes you so optimistic | about 
this show? 

You’ve all worked hard | and the audi¬ 
ence won’t be critical. It’s different 
when you’re doing it for a living. 


B. Questions 

1. Is Y hopeful about the play ? 2. Is Y always hopeful on 

first nights ? 3. What did Y do when he was panic-stricken ? 

4. What does Y look on ? 5. When may the play get better ? 

6. What have X and the other actors done ? 7. What won’t 

the audience be ? 8. When is it different ? 


54. FIRST NIGHT 
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C. Guide Words 


1. I — it’ll - a s + I’m s 
n ! Do you-? 

I f q - a it 

2. Do you - feel c on f ns ? 

0 no + S I’m a, s I’m d, & 
s I’m p-s 

3. What-when you 

- p-s—as I — ? 

I-the j & h for — 

4. And if —n’t — then ? 

Oh, I didn’t -; I 1 on the 

- - & said, “It-w, 

& it may-as it — ” 

5. Well, what - you- 

this - ? 

You’ve-& the - won’t 

be - + It’s - when you’re 
-a 1 


D. Exercises 

1. I [am rather anxious] about Mary’s engagement; 
I don’t like the man. (Not 1Y) 

2. I am afraid the business will fail, but [let us be opti¬ 
mistic]. (3Y) 

3. Well, we’ve lost all our money, but let’s [see what good 
there is in it]; we’ve gained some experience. (4Y) 

4. It is amusing painting pictures for a hobby, but [it is 
hard work if you have to earn money by it]. (5Y) 

5. The holiday was a failure ; the weather was very cold ; 
but [we might have had greater troubles]; we were none of 
us ill. (4Y) 

6. It’s no good worrying about politics ; just continue 
working and don’t think about them. (3Y) 

7. The book begins very badly, but it may be better in 
the later part. (4Y) 

8. You mustn’t [judge too harshly] ; she was only 18 
when she wrote the story. (5Y) 

9. The people in the burning house were [very afraid] and 
jumped out of the windows. (2Y) 

10. I feel very [unhopeful] ; it is useless trying to paint 
pictures [as a way of earning money]. (2Y, 5Y) 
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EMPHASIS SCALES 
LESSON 55. CROSS-EXAMINATION 


Certainty—Uncertainty 

Could take ray [Bible] oath. Could swear. Am positive. Am 
convinced. Am quite definite. Am sure. Am certain. Almost 
certain. Rather think. Am inclined to think. Have got a distinct 
idea. Have a vague idea. Have a distinct [vague] impression. 



A. Dialogue 

Are you quite sure that it was Wednesday ? 

Yes, I’m positive that it was Wednesday. 
That’s my only free evening. 

Could you swear that it was March the 
twenty-first ? 

Well, I couldn’t actually take my oath | 
that it was March the twenty-first, 
because I go to Green Street most 
Wednesdays. But I’m almost certain 
it was the twenty-first. 

Leave that aside. Now are you quite con¬ 
vinced that it was Mr. E ? 

It certainly ldoked like him. I had th& 
distinct impression that it was E. 

You are inclined to think | that you might 
have seen E | but you aren’t quite 
convinced | that it was E ? 

I’ve got an idea | that I saw E, but I 
wouldn’t swear to it. 

I see. You’re quite definite that it was 
Wednesday ; you feel pretty sure it 
was March the twenty-first, and you’ve 
a vague impression that it might have 
been Mr. E ? 

Yes. I rather think | that’s about right. 


B. Questions 

1. What did Y say ? 2. Why is Y sure that it was Wednes¬ 
day ? 3. Why can’t Y be sure that it was March 21st ? 
4. Why did Y think the man was Z ? 5. What won’t Y do ? 
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C. Guide Words 


1. Are you-W ? 

Yes, I’m p-W+ That’s 

— f e 

2. C you s-M 21 ? 

W, I - a t - o-21, 

because I — G S - Ws + 
But I’m a c it - M 21 

8. L t a + Now-q c.d 

-Mr. E ? 

It c — him + I had - d i 
-E 

4. You are i - t that you 

-E but you are 

’nt - c-E ? 

I’ve got-that I —, but 

I — s - it 

5. I - + You’re - d- 

W; you f p s-M 

21, and you’ve a v i 
that-E ? 

Yes + I r t that’s — 


D. Exercises 

a. Conviction—(1) “ I am convinced [have a conviction] that 

he is guilty ” ; (2) “ The court convicted him of theft. 
He is now a convict.” 

b. Positive = quite sure. Positively = actually, very. 

c. Impression = pressing in. (1) the mark made by a seal; 

(2) mark made on people’s minds—“ His speech made a 
great impression ” ; (3) very vague memory (as in §A). 

d. Incline = lean towards. An incline = a hill. 44 I’m inclined 

to do it ” = feel rather willing to. 

Use the above in these sentences : 

1. She looks very nice in that dress, quite beautiful. ( b) 

2. The railway engine went slowly up a steep hill. ( d) 

3. A car drove up after the rain ; here’s the mark of the 
tyres, (c) 

4. He was [found guilty of] fraud and is now a [prisoner] 
in Dartmoor; but I’m [quite sure] he was innocent, (a, a, a) 

5. I [rather think] that what I said [had some effect on 
his mind], (d, c) 

6. I’d rather like to go to the party, but I’ve got an idea 
that they don’t really want me. (d, c ) 

7. I am [absolutely sure] that this is my ring. It is in fact 
the only pearl of this size in the world, (b, b) 
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LESSON 56. THE GREEN HAT 
Decision—Wavering 

Determined. Set one’s heart on. Decide. Come to a decision. 
Make up one’s mind. Settle. Have a good mind to. Rather think. 
Hesitate. Think twice. Waver. Doubtful. May as well. Be in 
two minds. Have half a mind to. 

A. Dialogue (Mrs. X and Mrs. Y choosing hats.) 

X. There! I’ve made up my mind; I’ve 

1. J decided to have | this one. 

| Y. Oughtn’t you to think twice | before pay¬ 
ing so much ? It’s rather expensive. 
X. So it may be ; but I’m quite determined t6 

2. J have it. So the matter’s settled. 

I Y. Well, if you’ve set your heart on having 
\ it, there’s no more to be said. 

X. What are you hesitating about ? Doesn’t 

it go with my dress ? 

3. < Y. It goes with what you’ve got on ndw. 

The grey one is cheaper | and it’d go 
^ with everything. 

X. Oh dear ! I rather think you’re right. I’ve 

a good mind to have the grey one. Ndw 

4. < you’ve made me begin to waver. 

y. If you’re in two minds about it, you may 
> as well have the cheaper one. 

X. Nd ! I’ve half a mind td have thd green 

5. J one | after all. 

y. Wait till tomorrow. By then you’ll h&ve 
made up your mind. 

B. Questions 

1. Which hat has Mrs. X decided on ? 2. What should she 

do before buying an expensive hat ? 3. Does the green hat 

go with Mrs. X’s dress ? 4. Which hat will go with Mrs. X’s 
other dresses ? 5. If you are in doubt which thing to have, 

you may as well do what ? 6. When may Mrs. X have made 
up her mind ? 
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C Guide Words 


1. - ! I’ve m-m ; I’ve 

d — this - 

0 - you — t before p — ? 
It’s r e 

2.-be ; but I’m - d 

— it + So the m - s 

Well, if you’ve — h — it, 
there-said 

3. What - you h - ? - it 
— my dress ? 

It-you’ve-now + 

The grey one - c &- 

- everything 

4.-! I r - you’re - + 

I’ve-to — grey 

- + Now you’ve- 

to w 

If you’re - 2-it, you - 

as-the c one 

5. -! I’ve \ - m to have the 
green- 

-tomorrow +-you’ll 

-mind 


D. Exercises 

1. If you’ve already paid the money [it is useless for me 
to argue any more]. (2Y) 

2. Well, at last [the question is decided]; we won’t go. (2X) 

3. I don’t think the curtains and the carpet look well 
together. (8X) 

4. Let’s wait till 12 o’clock; [before that time] it may 
have stopped raining. (5Y) 

5. As it’s a small theatre [it will be just as good if we] 
have the cheaper seats. (4Y) 

6. He [very much wants to be] a doctor. (2Y) 

7. He’s a bad man 1—[Yes, perhaps he is], but he’s very 
amusing all the same. (2X) 

8. [The dress you are wearing] will be good enough ; it’s 
only a small party. (3Y) 

9. A big car [is unsuitable with] a small income. (3X) 

10. Why are you [delaying and doubting] ? I [feel inclined] 
to take you there by force ! (3X, 4X) 

11. He keeps [changing] between two opinions and he can’t 
(decide finally]. (4X, IX) 
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LESSON 57. NEWS FROM HOME 
Anticipation—Surprise 

1 rather expected it. I’m not surprised. Unexpected. Strange. 
Odd. Extraordinary. Astonishing. Who would have thought It! 
Amazing. Incredible. It took my breath away. I couldn’t believe 
my ears. Believe it or not 1 You don’t say so! 

(See also Lesson 47—“ Gossip.”) 



A. Dialogue 

You remember Brown, the chemist ? Well, 
he ran away with the firm’s money. 

Did he, indeed ? Well, I’m not surprised. 
In fact I rather expected it. He 
wasn’t a nice man. 

Dr. Dean married | and has two children 
now. 

Who would have thought it! He seemed 
such a confirmed bachelor. 

Miss Cane, thS schoolmistress, wrote a very 
successful novfcl. 

How extraordinary ! I shouldn’t have 
thought she had it In her. She was so 
dull to talk to. 

Believe it or n6t ! Ted Small got a V.C. 
in thS war. 

You don’t say so ! That’s amazing ! He 
was such a timid little mouse. 

Yes, the news | simply took my breath 
away. I couldn’t believe my ears ! 

Well, well! That’s almost incredible ! 


B. Questions 

1. What did Brown do ? 2. What sort of a man was 

Brown ? 3. What sort of a man was Dr. Dean ? 4. What 

has Dr. Dean done ? 5. What has Miss Cane done ? 6. Why 
is that a surprise ? 7. What did Ted Small do ? 8. Why is 

that amazing ? 
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57. NEWS FROM HOME 
C. Guide Words 


1. You - B, the c ? W, he 
-f’s money 

- i ? W, I - - s + I f I 

— it + He was - 

2. Dr. D - & - 2 - now 

Who - it ! He s d - 

- c b 

3. Miss C, — , w - novel 

He! I -n’t - she - 

- + She was — to — 

4. B - or - ! Ted Small — 
VC - 

You -! That’s - ! He 

- 11 m 

5. Yes, the news -+ 

I- my ears 1 

W, w ! That’s - i ! 

D. Exercises 

Had it in her = had so much character, brains. 


As timid as a [1]; As brave as a [2]; As pure as a [3]; As 
ugly as [4]; As pretty as a [5]; As white as [6]; As black as [7]. 

[1] mouse ; [2] lion ; [3] lily; [4] sin ; [5] picture; [0] 
snow; [7] soot. 

Use the phrases in §A in these sentences: 

1. That stupid boy Tom has got a scholarship.—[-I ] 

(3Y) 

2. The voice-training has done her a lot of good. When 
I heard her sing, I [was very surprised]. (5X) 

8. That slippery lawyer, Z, has been sent to prison.— 

[-•] (1Y) 

4. Dr. Dull, the schoolmaster, has [eloped] with Miss 
Flitters. (IX) 

5. Miss N, at the post office, hit the thief and knocked 

him down 1—[-1 She-.] (4Y) 

6. I don’t feel well.—After eating all that pork last night 
[I expected you to be ill]. (1Y) 

7. I thought her rather plain, but she looked so pretty 
in her new dress that [I was very surprised]. (5X) 

8. Smith, the airman, flew 20 miles above the earth. (5Y) 

9. -, over 800 people are killed or injured on the roads 

in England every day. (4X) 

10. He said he was unmarried, and all the time he had a 
wife and six children in the next village. (2Y) 


£ 
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EMPHASIS SCALES 

LESSON 58. FATHERS AND SONS 
Cleverness—Foolishness 

A genius. Brilliant. Clever. Sensible—Backward. Dull Block¬ 
head. Brainless. Foolish. Silly. 



A. Dialogue (X and Y are fathers.) 

No, Tom isn’t doing at all well. He’s A 
complete blockhead | and bottom 5f 
his class. 

He can’t be a fool at everything ; and, 
after all, school work | doesn’t matter 
so much. 

No, blit he’s got no common sense, either. 
He’s always doing silly things | and 
getting into trouble. 

What’s he like at home ? Hasn’t he any 
sensible hobbies ? 

None. He’s a bit dull and backward at 
everything. And he’s too clumsy And 
slow to be good at games. 

Yet he’s a nice fellow. In spite of it all, 
I like him. 

Yes, he certainly isn’t a genius ! Bht he’s a 
good chap. How’s your boy, Bill, 
doing ?. 

It’s the same story ; he’s rather brain¬ 
less, biit he’s good-hearted. 

In fact neither of them | seems very bril¬ 
liant ! 

Like father, like son. You know, we | 
weren’t very clever or sensible our¬ 
selves | at their age ! 


B. Questions 

(None) 


58. FATHERS AND SONS 
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C. Guide Words 


*• “ T -a a well + He’s 

a c b.d &-class 

He can’t - - f at - ; - a, 

s w-much 

2. No, but he’s - no c s, e + 

He’s-s things & - 

into - 

What-home ? Has 

he any — ? 

“" + He’s — d & b at e + 

-too c & s- 

games 

Yet he’s a-+-all, 

I like him 

4. Yes, he-isn’t--! But 

he’s-+ How — 

- Bill, - ? 

It’s the - - ; he’s r b.s, but 
he’s g-h 

neither-very b ! 

~ f> - s +-, we weren’t 

— or - o.s at —! 


D. Exercises 

uJaEZ u r T s c ? reless ly J I do hope he does not [have 
any difficulty] with the police. (2X) L 

(4Y)' [ThC thing alwa y s happens] ; he has faded again. 

3. He [is very sensible about everyday matters]. (2X) 
things% S r ant ^ ^ [UnSkilfu]] 1 She is aIwa y s breaking 

Stamp'collecting, gardening and woodwork are aU 
good occupations. ( 2 Y) u 

(8Y? 4X, e 3X) [g ° 0d b ° y] ’ a [pleasant feUow J and an [athlete]. 

7. His father is a musician and Ted is musical too. (5Y) 

thpmi ♦ 1S b f tter t . han other b °y s in Latin * but he is [dehind 
them] at mathematics. (3X) L a 

th e 9 w a . S v, Sha |; eSpeare t good P^'Wnter ?—He was [one of 
™e best there has ever been]. (4X) 1 

Hi ]°- She ’ s “Ot P re «y and she is not clever [also!; so whv 
did he marry her ? (2X) 1 J * ° wh y 

11. We’ve worked very hard and succeeded hut _ . 

admit thatl we have he/n i.SSf®* but t we must 



Part VI 

SOME WORD STUDIES 

LESSON 59. UNTIDY! 

ABOUT : (1) concerning; (2) here and there; (8) roughly- 
approximately; (4) phrases. 

Lie about. What about? Set about. Think about It. How 
about ? Just about. See about. 



A. Dialogue 

(Mrs. X and her husband, Y.) 

Your things are lying about 
room ! 

Well, what about it ? 


all over the 



Just set about tidying thSm up ! 

I’ll think about it. 

How about doing it now ? 

I’ll do something about it | when I come 
back. 

When will you be back ? About six ? 

Yes, just about : I’ve got a lot 6f things 
to see about, so I may be late. 



I’ll be very annoyed about it if you are ! 
Why ? Are you thinking about going to 
the cinema ? 


B. Questions 

1. Where are Mr. X’s things ? 

2. What does Y tell X to do ? 

8. What does X say he will do ? 

4. When does Y tell him to do it ? 

5. What will X do when he comes back ? 

6. When will he be back ? 

7. Why wiU he be late ? 

8. Why may X be angry if Y is late ? 
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C. Guide Words 

1. Your - are - - a o the W,-? 

room ! 

2. Just - - t.g them - ! I’ll- 

3. H — it now ? I’ll — a - 


I’ll- 

I’ll — a - when I — 


4. When-back ? — 6 ? Yes, — — + I’ve — 

things-, so I - 

5. I’ll — a.d — if — W ? Are you — g — c ? 


- late 


D. Exercises 

Well, what about it ? = Why should I be interested 
in that ? 

I’ll think about it = polite refusal. 

Just about = not exactly. 

Just about right = as nearly right as one can guess 
without measuring. 


U se the phrases from § A in these sentences: 

1. Mrs. X has got a new hat.—[I am not interested.] (1Y) 

2. When can we all go to the theatres ?—[Not soon !] (2Y) 

8. Did that coat cost £10 ?—Yes [rather more 1] (4Y) 

4. Will this tin of paint be enough ?—Yes, that [is 
probably enough]. (4Y) 

5. Mrs. X has just bought a car.—[Oh ?] Shouldn’t we 
have one too ?—[No.] (1Y, 2Y) 

0. What’s the time ?—[Roughly] six o’clock. Is that 
clock right ?—[Nearly right.] (D) 

7. He leaves his books [scattered] all over the room. (IX) 

8. I must [begin] to cook the dinner. (2X) 

9. There [are many things to be done] at the office. (4Y) 

10. Those boys keep coming into my garden : I must ftake 
some action to stop it]. (8Y) 

11. Why do you say “ next week ” ; why don’t you do it 

today? (8X) J J 

12. Dirty breakfast things 1 [You wash them] at once I (2X) 
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SOME WORD STUDIES 
LESSON 60 . ACCOUNTS 


a. Put It down to my account = add it to my bill. 

b. Pay £1 on account = pay £1 as part of my bill. 

c. Send in an account = send for payment. 

d. Take into account = consider, in judging. 

e. On their account = because of them. 

/. [Give] an account of = tell the story of. 

g. Give a good account of oneself = do well. 

h. Give a bad account of = say he is' doing badly. 

i. Account for = give the reason for. There’s no accounting for 

= it is not possible to explain. 



A. Dialogue 

D’you remember E, the accountant ? He 
kept the accbunts at th£ grocer. 

Oh yes. I had some things put down t6 
my account, and . . . 

And I suppose you found some mistake 
when they sent in the account. 

Yes, I’d paid some money on account, 
and he hadn’t put it dbwn. 

Well, he’s been falsifying the accounts for 
years ! I can’t account f6r it! He 
seemed such a nice man. 

He’s got a big family—four boys. I hope 
the judge will take that into account. 

Perhaps E | did it on their account ? Boys 
are s5 expensive. 

He gave a good account of himself | in 
the last war ; he got an M.C. 

They may take that into account, too. 

There’s no accounting for the things | 
people will do when they’re in debt. 


B. Questions 

(None) 



60. ACCOUNTS 
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C. Guide Words 


1. Do - r E, the - ? He - 

the - at the grocer 

0 yes + I — things- 

- a, & . . . 

2. And I s you — m when 
they-a 

Yes, I’d-money —, & 

he hadn’t- 

8. Well, he’s - f the a — 

- ! I - a - it! He 
-nice m 

He’s got a - 4 - + I hope 

the judge- 

4. Perhaps E - it-? 

Boys- 

He-in — war ; 

he - - M.C. 

5. They may - that-, 

too 

There’s-the things — 

do when — in - 


D. Exercises 

1. The bill is £96 ; I’ll pay £50-. (&) 

2. I won’t pay now ; -. (a) 

You have been a good father, so in sentencing you for 
the theft, I will-. (d) 

4. Please let me have your bill, (c) 

5. Tell me all about the footbaU match. (/) 

6. He did well at school, (g) 

7. There’s no need to worry [about them], ( e) 

. 8. In fixing the price of the house I will allow for the 

improvements you have made, (d) 

9. Mr. Z is very odd; it is not possible to explain any¬ 
thing he does, (i) y 

10. The coat is £11 ; I’U pay £5 and you can add £0 to 
the money I owe. ( b , a) 

j J1 * Y ? ur employer [says you have not done welll; how 
a ° you [explain] that ? (h, i ) 

J 2 ’ , He is a [book-keeper] and was sent to prison for [writing 
wrong] accounts. (IX, 3X) K 
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SOME WORD STUDIES 
LESSON 61 . FARMER Y 


AFTER : (1) as a preposition; (2) as a conjunction; (8) 
phrases and compounds. 

After the war. Look after. Afterwards. One after another. 
After all. 

A. Dialogue 

f X. What did you do after th£ last war ? 
lx Y. I didn’t want to be a farmer ; so I got 

t four men to look after th£ farm. 

f X. What did you d5 yourself? 

2x Y. After I’d got some training, I started a 
L garage. 

{ X. Well, what happened afterwards? 

Y. The next war started, and the four men 
were called up, one after another. 

fX. They were all called up, all but you ? 

4.< Y. That’s right ! So I had to be a farmer 
I after all! 


B. Questions 

1. What was Y ? 

2. Who looked after the farm ? 

8. When did Y start a garage ? 

4. How were the men called up ? 

5. Were all the men called up ? 

6. What did Y become ? 
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C. Guide Words 


1. What — - — after - - 
war ? 

I -n’t-f ; -1-4 

men to - - the f 

2. What - - do - ? 

After I-tr, I — garage 

3. Wei], - happened - ? 

The - war & the 4 men 

4. They were-, --you ? 

That’s -! So I-f 

_ _ f 
• 


D. Exercises 

Use the phrases from §A in these sentences: 

i. I was in bed for a month, then the doctor said that 
tnere was nothing wrong with me-. (4Y) 

r ?* Y ?. u ’ ve said what y° ur brothers did in the war, but 
[what did you do] ? (2X) 

8 * T. he g ardener [ has charge of] the garden, and the nurse 
— the baby. (1Y) 

4. My hens died [in succession]. (3Y) 

5. I have had people to stay with me [without a breakl for 
the last month. (3Y) 

6. All my brothers are in the army, [but] Jim, who is in 
t-ne navy. (4X) 

you ( 4 Y^ 4 Y) pay the m0Dey the end] ? -t Yea ' “ 

8. [Tel l me the rest of the story.] (3X) 

E* 
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SOME WORD STUDIES 


LESSON 62. THE VELOX CAR 

AGAIN: (1) repetition; (2) as it was before; (8) phrases. 

What, again! Once again. Back again. There it Is again. Again 
and again. Twice as much again. And, again,-. 


A. Dialogue 


(Mr. X and Y are out in their old Velox car. Plugs = 
electric spark-plugs.) 



There ! It’s stopped again ! 

What, again! 

This is the | third time ! Well, I’ll clean 
the plugs once again. 

And be sure to put them back again 
right. 

Now let’s start it again. . . . There it is 
again ! 

It just stops again and again and again ! 

Never again ! I’ll never buy a Velox Again. 

But a Morris costs twice as much as this. 

Yes, but it lasts twice as long again. 

And, again, we shall not* pay so much for 
repairs. 


B. Questions 

1. What are X and Y doing ? 

2. How many times has the car stopped ? 
8. What are plugs ? 

4. What will X do ? 

5. What does Y tell X to do ? 

6. What will X never do again ? 

7. How much does a Morris cost ? 

8. How long does a Morris last ? 


• Shaant. 
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1* - ! It - s a ! 

2. This - - 3~ 
- - plugs - 


C. Guide Words 

W, -! 

“ • W, I’ll And be — put them- 


3. Now - st - - ... There - It just 

_f 


— & - & - ! 


4. N a ! I’ll never — V - But a Morris - 2 — as this 

5. Yes, but it - 2- And, —, we - — - so - - 

__ repairs 


D. Exercises 

Use the phrases from §A in these sentences: 

1. Mr. X has married again I—[This is his fourth 
wife!] (1Y) 

2. [Make quite certain that you] lock the door when you 

go out. (2Y) J 

* ? don’t want to go to law; I don’t want to quarrel 
wtth him ; and [lastly] I’m not sure he isn’t in the right. (5Y) 

4. Yes, I’ll lend you my dictionary, but do be 6ure to 

* (2Y) 

5. We don’t want it; and [further], we can’t afford it. (5Y) 

* Y 0U (2 ™ y the rug off my bed, but be sure to put 

7. These shoes will wear far better than those; they’ll 
(5X) 

8. He has failed in his exam. [Once more I] (1Y) 

_*ti * house sold for £700 before the war, but now it 
will cost [£2,100]. (5X) 

S? k e fP s on trying to pass the exam.; he tries-. (8Y) 

to’ t & host * Look I [I see it once more 1] (8X) 

101(1 her not to make the tea with warm water. 
__ ve told her-but she stiU does it. (8Y) 
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LESSON 63. ALL LOST! 

ALL: (a) All alone. All day. Once for all. All that. All over. All 
gone. And all. All but. Nothing at alL After alL 
(6) All the better—“ What big [eyes] you’ve got, grandmother.” 
—“ All the better to [see] you with ” = the bigger they 
are, the better I can see you. 

(c) All the same = (1) all just alike ; (2) yet, in spite of that. 

( d) All at once = (1) all at the same time—“ They all went 

at once.” (2) Suddenly—“ All at once they went.” 

A. Dialogue 

X. Hullo, why are you walking by thS river | 

all alone? 

l.« Y. I’ve been feeling ill | all day. I think 

I’ll jump in the river | and end it once 
L f6r all. 

2 f X. Things aren’t as bad as all that! 

Y. It’s all over ! My money is all gone. 

{ X . You’ve your house and land | and all. 

Y. No, I’ve sold a 1 of it—all blit thS 
cottage. 

f X. Well, that’s all the better. Now you’re p5or 

4.< And have nothing at all t6 worry about. 

Y. So I’ve nothing to worry about | after all! 

5 f And, all at once, Y laughed ! 

\Btit I felt sorry for him all thS same. 


B. Questions 

1. What was Y doing ? 

2. How long had Y been feeling ill ? 

8. What does Y think of doing ? 

4. What has happened to Y’s money ? 

5. Has Y stiU got his house and land ? 

6. What has Y not sold ? 

7. Why should Y be happy ? 

8. What did Y do ? 


63. ALL LOST ! 
C. Guide Words 
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1. Hullo, why ----- 
river — ? 

I’ve — ill — + I think I 
-& - it- 

2. Things aren’t-! 

It’s — ! My money- 

3. You’ve your - & - & - 

No, I’ve-, a b the c 

4. Well, that’s-+ Now 

-& have-to 

- about 

So — to w - a a ! 

5. And,-, Y 1! 

But I - s - him a - s 


D. Exercises 

1. Robinson Crusoe lived [by himself], (IX) 

2. If you do the work well, it wiU [not have to be done 
again]. (1Y) 

8. Fifty men could not lift this thing. Surely it is not 
[quite so] heavy ? (2X) 

4. It’s raining, that is [good luck] for farmers and [bad] 
for holiday makers. (4X) 

5. I shall be glad when this troublesome business is [quite 
done]. (2Y) 

6. He sold his pictures and furniture [and everything 
else). (8X) 

7. Do not eat that cake [all in one meal]; it must last for 
several days. ( d) 

8. He jumped into the sea [with his clothes and boots 
on]. (8X) 

9. We were sailing peacefully along when - the ship 

struck a mine. (5) 

10. The food is [eaten up] and the guests [have left]. (2Y) 

11. [Suddenly] all my servants left me : they - went 

-• (5, d) 

12. I have no food [absolutely nothing]. (4X) 

18. What a big stick you have, Mr. Schoolmaster !—[- 

beat you with.] ( b) 

14. The man was dead : [the long illness was ended]. (2Y) 

15. A night watchman works [during the night] and sleeps 

[during the day]. (1Y) 
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SOME WORD STUDIES 


LESSON 64. HEADACHE 
ALONE: Leave me alone. Leave It alone. All alone. 



A. Dialogue 

D5n’t fiddle*'with those papers! Leave 
them alone. 

Oh, all right. But you needn’t be so 
cross.*)’ 

Turn out the light. 

Why ? Aren’t you feeling well ? 

No. Not too well. I’ve got a splitting 
headache. 

Can’t I do anything for you ? Shall I 
give you an aspirin ? 

No. Just leave me alone. I warit t6 be 
all by myself. 

Are you going t5 sit here | all alone in 
the dark? 

Yes, f6r a bit. Then I’m going t5 bed. 

That’s thS best place for you. 


B. Questions 

1. What is Y doing with the papers ? 

2. Is X in a good temper ? 

8. What must Y do to the light ? 

4. Is X well ? 

5. What’s the matter with X ? 

6. What does Y offer ? 

7. What must Y do ? 

8. How will X sit ? 

9. What will X do then ? 

10'. What is bed for a sick man ? 


Play idly with. 


| Easily angered. 
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C. Guide Words 


1* “ f-papers! L - a 

Oh, a r ! But you-c 

2* T — light 

W ? A - - f well ? 

8. No + - - well + I’ve 
— s h-a 

Cl — for you ? - I_ 

aspirin ? 

4. No + J - me - + I want 
to be- 

Are you-sit- 

dark ? 

5. Yes,-+ Then I - - 

- bed 

That’s the-you 


D. Exercises 

Splitting headache = very bad headache. Split wood 
Split with laughter, Nearly split my sides with 
laughter = laughed very much. 

1. A solitary person is one who likes living-. (4X) 

[disarm^! 6 baS been a .t division l in the Socialist party ; they 
lawagreed] over conscription. (D, D) y 

the dark. n (4y) 1 ^ baby ^ With n ° ° ne t0 watch ^ in 

4. I have got a very bad headache. (3X) 

B [P 0n ? a , nn °y] th e dog; it will bite you. (4X) 

with it ^lX) 11 mendmg the car; he ’ s J ust [Paying about] 

7. I went to the cinema 
go with. (4X) 

JX) 8 ' St ° P [ messin g] with that clock ; [don’t touch it!] (IX, 

in y"? 11 a r e y er y easily annoyed today ; are you ill ? (1Y) 
10. I laughed very much at his jokes. (D) ' ' 

una,ded]° n (4X 4 X) trying *° hdp me]: 1 Want *° do this 

Jo.' Mr U x'l s a a C h»TV an 'l the T° d bFOke int0 two P ieces - (D) 

(1Y) ’ X b d teacher ; he gets [angry] with the boys. 

[^t’fv h e ^ d Se.r(5Y) UbIeSOme ! n ° W bC ’ S in Pris ° n - 


I couldn’t find anyone to 
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LESSON 65. ROSE COTTAGE 

AND: (1) also; (2) purpose; (3) result; (4) increase; 
(5) phrases. 

Go and see. And (threat). Try and find out. Nice and warm. 
Miles and miles. Harder and harder. Wait and see. And so. 



A. Dialogue 

We must go and see Mrs. Z | About buying 
Rose Cottage. 

All right! Go and see her—And she’ll 
just raise the price I 

But we must try and find out | what price 
she wants. 

It’s nice And warm in here ; And it’s 
miles and miles to Rose Cottage. 

You’re becoming lazier And lazier | as you 
get older and older. 

No, I’m not. Bftt it’s raining harder And 
harder | and my cold is getting worse 
and worse. 

Well, we’ll wait and see if th6 rain stops. 

[It stopped. And so we went.] 


B. Questions 

1. What must they go and see about ? 

2. Why should they not see Mrs. Z ? 

3. What must they try and find out ? 

4. Is it comfortable in Y’s room ? 

5. How far is it to Rose Cottage ? 

6. WTiat is Y becoming ? 

7. Is the rain stopping ? 

8. Is Y’s cold getting better ? 

9. What will they do ? 

10. Did the rain stop ? 
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C. Guide Words 


1. We must - & - Mrs. Z 
-RC 

A r ! G — her, - she’ll j - 
the - ! 

2. But we must - & - - 
what - she - 

It’s-in here ; and it’s 

-to R C 

8. You’re-& - as you 

— & - 

No, — not + But it’s — 
& - & my cold is — & - 

*■ Well, we’ll - & - if the 
rain - 

[It - + — we -] 


D. Exercises 

Use phrases from §A in these sentences: 

1. I must [visit] the lawyer about my will. (IX) 

2. He walked [a long way]. (2Y) 

3. [The snow is increasing.] (3Y) 

4. If you give the baby its milk it will stop crying. (1Y) 

5. Is the water too cold for bathing ?—No, it’s-. (2Y) 

6. What is there for dinner ?—[If you are patient you will 
find out.] (4X) 

7. [If you say that again I’ll kick you.]—Say-. (1Y) 

8. The meat at our butcher’s was bad and it is [becoming 
worse]. (8Y) 

0. Mother was ill; [therefore] I had to [go to her house]. 
(4» IX) 

10. Go [so as to] talk to Z and [discover] what his plans 
are. (IX, 2X) 
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SOME WORD STUDIES 


LESSON 66. BEGGARS 

ANY : (1) in questions; (2) in negatives; (3) with “If” ; 
(4) “ no matter what ” in positive sentences; (5) Any¬ 
body, anyone, anything, etc. ; (6) Anyhow— (a) in any 
way; (6) in a careless way; (c) in any case, whatever 
happens. 

NOTE.—Unstressed “ could ” and “ would ” are pronounced 
kod, wad or kood, wood—depending on how fast you speak. 



A. Dialogue 

Have you got any money? 

No, I haven’t any money at all. 

Have you got anything that you could 
sell? 

No, I haven’t got anything that anyone 
would buy. 

Can’t we get money anyhow? 

If we could get any work | anywhere, we 
could earn some money. 

What work ? Where ? 

Any work that’ll pay any money, how¬ 
ever little. 

There isn’t anybody | who would employ 
me. I’m too old. 

Well, anyhow ! I’m going to find work ! 


B. Questions 

1. What are X and Y ? 

2. How much money has Y got ? 

3. Why can’t Y sell anything ? 

4. How could they get money ? 

5. W^hat work will they try to get ? 

6. How much money will they take ? 

7. Who would employ X ? 

8. Why wouldn’t anyone employ X ? 
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C. Guide Words 


1. Have you-? 

No, I-a a 

2. Have you-you - s ? 

No, I -n’t got a - a w b 

8. Can’t we - m a ? 

If we-work -, we - 

earn- 

4. W w ? W ? 

A w that-m, hi 

5. There-who — me + 

-old 

Well, - ! I — to - work ! 


D. Exercises 

Use phrases from §A in these sentences: 

1. Please give something to the hospital, [even a $d.]. (4Y) 

2. He has painted this door [very badly]. (ANY— 6a) 

8. It’s too wet for tennis now, but I shall go [in spite of 
that]. (ANY—6c) 

4. If it were possible to get some eggs in any place it would 
be possible to make an omelette. (3Y) 

6. It’s no good trying to seU the house ; [no one would] 
buy it. (5X) 

6. I’ve tried everything to make this car go, and I can’t 
make it go. (3X) 

7. Is there no ink in any part of this house ? (3Y) 

8. -- I mean to marry him whether you approve or 

not! (5Y) 

9. I have no relations in England, not one. (1Y) 

10. I have written no books that people are willing to 
read. (2Y) 
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LESSON 67. MANAGERS’ MEETING 

AS: As you like. As to. As It Is. As you are. As a rule. Ai tor. 
As tar as. As far as I know. As usual. 



A. Dialogue 

As we are all here, except E, we may as 
well begin. 

Just as you like. 

First, as to thS repainting of the office. 

Why not leave it as it is ? 

As A rule | we repaint every five years. 

If we don’t repaint, E would say, “ It 
might look as if we can’t afford it.” 

As for E, I don’t care what he says. 

[Other business.] 

I suppose | that’s as far As we cAn get 
today ? Is there anything else ? 

Not As far As I know. 

Then shall we go to lunch At thS Crown, 
as usual ? 


B. Questions 

1. Who are X, Y and E ? 

2. What must be done to the office ? 

3. What is the rule about painting ? 

4. What might E say ? 

5. Does X respect E ? 

6. Where do they go for lunch ? 
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67. MANAGERS’ MEETING 
C. Guide Words 


1 . we — all —, — E, we — 
- begin 

J - you - 

2. 1st,-rp-office 

W - leave it-? 

8.-we rp - 5 - 

If - - rp, E - “ It - 

look — we can’t — ” 

E, I - care- 

I - that’s-we - - 

today? Is-else ? 

5. Not-I _ 

Then - we-1 at the C, 

--? 


D. Exercises 

(2X)‘ ^ Vhat shaU we do about ] this bill ? Shall we pay it ? 

its present'state^H^Y) 18 ^ = U “ rUnning We " P" 

8. [I don’t like John] ; I shan’t give him anything. (4X) 
. Xeame late, [as he often does]. (5Y) 

choose!] (i Y) G 6 ° 10 thC cinema or to a theatre ?—[You 

2* *° t ^ le °ihce on Saturdays [generally]. (8X) 

. Has Z come to the office yet ?—[I don’t think so.] (5X) 

we n’JJi 0V ^ Urn the next P iece of business.—I don’t think 

orvu ettle that now * ( 2X ) 

evening (SY)** 1 Water °^ ten °°id] ; the water is cold this 
en 6? (jjQ [should] pay now ; you will have to pay in the 

nice 1 ! S no need change your clothes, you look very 

ice [in what youVe got °n]. (2Y) 

tea today (8X) ^ &Ve co ^ ee f° r breakfast, but we’ve got 

the^«!r? e wa ^ed [to] the Post Office, then got a bus [to] 
( 4 Y t 4 Y 5Y) an<1 ^ en took a taxi [as he ordinarily does], 

no'L* 0 ™?* ^ grow “i that flowerbed, so [it would do 
to] put grass there. (IX) 
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SOME WORD STUDIES 


LESSON 68. ASKING 

Ask" - ?” Ask if. Ask a question. Ask the price. Ask about. 

Ask after. Ask him to make-. Ask him in. Ask him to lunoh. 

A. Dialogue 

(Mrs. X and her husband, Y. E is a motor-car dealer.) 
X. Did you meet E | and ask him the price of 

the new c ar ? 

| Y. Yes ; and he asked about our old car. 

He wants to buy it. 

{ X . How much shall we ask ? 

Y. I don’t know. Let’s ask him to make &n 
offer. 

f X. Did you ask after Mrs. E ? 

3.< Y. Yes ; she’s better. Then I went 5n tS 

0 | to ask him fSr the book. 

{ X. Did he ask you in ? 

y. No ; he was just going out. He asked if 
he could buy it off us. 

f X . What a question to ask ! 

5.< y. Well, I said we’d give it to him | and 

I asked him to lunch. 


B. Questions 

1. Who is X ? 

2. Who is Y ? 

3. Who is E ? 

4. What does X want to buy ? 

5. For what must E make an offer ? 

6. How is Mrs. E’s health ? 

7. What has Y lent to O ? 

8. What does O want to do ? 

9. What will Y do for O ? 

10. What did Y ask O to do ? 
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C. Guide Words 


l. - - 


- E & 
-c? 


-price 


2. How - - we - ? 


3. Did you-Mrs. E 


4. Did he-? 


5. What-I 


Yes ; & — — — old car + 
He — buy it 


I-f- L-to — offer 


Yes ; she-+ Then I - 

— O — him — book 


No ; he-out + He 

-buy it — 


Well, I said we - 
& I-lunch 


D. Exercises 

^ se Phrases from §A in these sentences: 

n^° OVer whether he is coming today. (4Y) 

( 1Y ) Uld you t™ 81 *® “qumes as to] the date of the show ? 

a ? H ° W 18 Jones ? Is he better ? ”] (3X) 

t' lj md h ? w much costs.] (IX) 

dmvJiJ ‘ ^ at tbe door.—[TeU him to come into the 
arawing-room.] (4X) 

2* J J 81 ? ^ and t^ld him to come to] dinner. (5Y) 

‘‘ WillVU ' “ Wm y° u P la y at fhe concert?”]. He [said, 
4Y, 5X) ^ ai< ^ ^° r ** 1 * I am surprised !] (4Y, 

ft' ^. price should we try to get for the bicycle ? (2X) 
bicycle ( 2 Y) 11 S&y h ° W much he is wiUiD £ give for the 

Pay’you'Cu’? 1 ” 1 ^) 1 keeP thC biCyde y ° U knt me a “ d 




152 SOME WORD STUDIES 

LESSON 69. OLD FLANNEL TROUSERS 

AWAY: (1) separation ; (2) becoming less. 

a. Shrink, shrunk = (1) [of cloth] draw together and become 

smaller in washing ; (2) [of a person] draw back from in 
fear; Shrink away from. Shrink back from. 

b. Put on weight = become fatter; Lose weight = become 

thinner. # ... 

c. Waste away = become very thin owing to long illness. 

d. Let out = make looser ; fake in = make tighter. 

e. Look like a tramp, or Look like a scarecrow, or Look like nothing 

on earth. /. Throw away. g. Fond of. 
h. Give away. = (1) give without payment; (2) give away 

secrets = tell. 


A. Dialogue (Mr. X and his wife, Y.) 



Either these flannel trousers have shrunk, 
or I’ve put on weight. 

You haven’t been wasting Away! 
You’ve got stout. 



I can have them let out at the waist. 
Nonsense ! The turn-ups are worn away 
| and the seat is worn through. 

I suppose you want to throw them away? 
Certainly not ! I mean to give them 
away. 



I’m very fond of these old trousers. 

I’ll take them away, or you’ll wear th£m 
again | and look like a tramp ! 


B. Questions 

1. Is X thinner ? 2. How do you know that X is fatter ? 

3. What will X have done ? 4. Where are the trousers 

worn away ? 5. Where are the trousers worn through ? 

6. What does Y mean to do ? 7. Why does X want to keep 

the trousers ? 8. What will X look like ? 
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C. Guide Words 


L Either - ft - - or I’ve 

You — been — ! You’ve 

- on w 

- s 

2. I can - them — at — 

N ! The - are-& the 

s is — 

3. I s you - to-? 

C n ! I - to give — 

4. I’m-these - t 

I’ll- , or you’ll - them 

--- 

- & - like — 


D. Exercises 

Use the 'phrases in these sentences: 

roAtt* ^i‘.^ ones [* s fatter] but Mr. Jones [is thinner]; he is 
[getting thinner and thinner]. ( b , b, c) 

• his shirt has [become smaller] in the wash, (a) 

r mnl _* -tru jHi ake the l coat [looser] round the arms and 
lma . ke 1 l t ^ghter] at the waist. ( d ) 

. on t [put] that bread [in the waste-bin]. (/) 

a t a r 7, not in love with AIice but 1 [like her very much]. ( g) 

mutton () eating ^ boiled beef, but 1 don ’t like boiled 

so dnpc itf * Y, dres , ses ver y badly ; she [looks very untidy]; 
[terrible^iey* aiK * *°°k s [ wor se], and their daughter looks 

jj* The child [drew back from] the angry man. (a) 
known] ^° ing [ te H wbat is not supposed to be 

nothing] 16 ^ nituTe was s °l d at very low prices; [almost for 

oflLT- s b° u ld brush out the dust from the [lower edges] 

1 your trousers. (2Y) 

18 a^ G r * gbt elbow of my coat [has a hole worn in it]. (2Y) 
[NO !] (3Y^° U ^°* ng *° as ^ ^ rs * Scandle to your party ?— 

( 4 Yj* awa y 1 1 never give money to [wandering beggars]. 


154 


SOME WORD STUDIES 


LESSON 70. THE OLD MILL 

ROUND : Somewhere round here. Wrong way round. Other way 
round. Round and round. All round. A round sum. See round It. 



A. Dialogue 

The mill must be | somewhere round here. 

See if you can find it on thg map. 

You’ve got the map th£ wrong way round. 
Turn it the other way round. 

Here we are 1 We’ve been wandering 
round and round it. 

There’s the mill. Just round the other side 
of the hill. 

It’s very pretty—with trees all round it. 

And th£ water-wheel turning round And 
round. 

What’s the price of it ? 

As a round sum, a thousand pounds ; nine- 
fifty to be exact. 

Let’s walk round to th§ back, then go 
inside and see round it. 


B. Questions 

1. What are they looking for ? 

2. Where do they look for it ? 

3. How is Y holding the map ? 

4. What have they been doing ? 

5. Where is the mill ? 

0. What has the mill all round it ? 

7. What is turning round ? 

8. What’s the price ? 

9. Where will they walk ? 

10. What will they do inside ? 
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C. Guide Words 


L The mill — s r here 

~ - you - - it - - map 

You ve — — — w w r + 
Turn-way r 

Here - - ! We’ve been - 

3. There’s t m + Just - - 
- s - - hill 

It’s - p, - trees- 

4. And the w-w- 

— price — ? 

5. As- £1,000 ; £950 

— e 

to the back, then go 
- & - - it 


Is there a [ 


D. Exercises 
] anywhere round here ? 


[2] wind blows 
river flows 

it goes round the sun 
clock goes 
train goes 


[church, hotel, police station, tube station, bus stop.] 

The [l] turn(s) round and round as [2]. 

[1] wheels 
windmill 
water-wheel 
clock hands 
earth 

9 

[19/10], or, as a round sum [£l]. 

[£19, 4/11, £98, £48] 

O r > as a round figure,-. 

[ 50 men, 950 years, 9 tons 18 hundredweights, 1,720 yards] 

re * n [k° nc l° n ] you ought to see round 
Ltne Tower]. 

dral; Harrow^Thp <8 ^ ork “^) ie Castle ; York—the Cathe- 

-L arr °w the School; DetroiWthe Ford works] 
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LESSON 71. IN THE WARS 

SLIP: (1) move smoothly, as over ice; slide by accident, 
e.g. “ Slip on a wet floor ” ; “ The knot slipped ” ; 
(2) go quietly—“ Slip out of the room ” ; (8) put on [in] 
quickly and easily—“ Slip on a coat.” 

A slip = a small mistake. A slip of paper = a small long piece. 

Slippery, e.g. a wet floor; (of a person) = clever, not to be 
trusted. 

What about ? = (1) Tell me about; (2) What is your attitude 
to ?— 44 What about a drink ? ”— 44 Good idea 1 ” 


A. Dialogue 

(Y has his arm in a sling and has broken his glasses.) 

{ X . Hullo, Y ; you seem to have been in thS 

wars !* 

Y. Yes, I slipped into thS lecture | late. 

f X. Did the Professor throw you out? 

2.< Y. No, I fell asleep, and my glasses slipped 
I off and broke. 



But what about your arm ? 

I couldn’t see without my glasses ; so 
I slipped on th£ steps. 

Yes, they are very slippery. Was it A good 
lecture ? 

Yes, but the ProfessSr made one slip ; 
he said Winston Churchill was born in 
seventeen [ seventy-four! 


B. Questions 

1. Where is Y’s arm ? 2. What has Y done to his glasses ? 
8. How did Y go in to the lecture ? 4. How did Y’s glasses 

get broken ? 5. Why couldn’t Y see ? 6. Where did Y slip ? 
7. Why are the steps dangerous ? 8. What did the Professor 

do ? 


* Are showing marks of an accident or fight. 
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C. Guide Words 


!. H, Y; you-to h-vv! 

4 

Yes, I-the lecture — 

2. - the Prof. — you — ? 

No, I f a, & my g-& _ 

8. But — your - ? 

I - - see - my g ; so I - - 
- steps 

4-. Yes, they are - - + Was 

Yes, but the P-• he 

-agl? 

said W C- 1774 ! 


D. Exercises 

Use phrases in these sentences: 

1. I made a small mistake in adding up the pence (4Y1 

8 Wh!l \ trU ^ t that lawyeri ha is a ['heat] (&P 

out of K ^ er WaS aslee P the 'hMren [went quietly] 

car. 4 ‘(ZY) e b ° X ^ thC luggage rack at the back of the 

«' ?J> qU1 ^ kly P ut on [ m y olothes and went out. 

No ? Kr y °“ Hke to go to I the thea t™ tliis evening ? 
°‘ Then [can you come on] Thursday ? (3X) K 

8 wS'J. hlS .u 00r ! U is [wet and wil1 caus e a fall], (4X) 

TOmmy? [Hi8 dothea - 

upsteira [qU ‘ Ckly and qUiCtly to ° k] off my shocs and [went] 

ll' ? y .? Ir - Z is better ' but t* 9 Mrs. z better] ? (3X) 
U. I wrote the name on a little bit of paper. 

Joke. My husband was having a bath. Mrs. Z came 

to see us. I called to him, “ Slip on anything and 

come down.” So he slipped on the soap and 
came down ! 

Saying. “ There’s many a slip ’twixt (between) the 
cup, and the lip.” 
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SOME WORD STUDIES 


LESSON 72. THE EXAMINATION 
Idiomatic Uses of “ So ” 



So you’ve passed the exam ! It wasn’t so 
difficult | after all! 

I was all right in History, but I didn’t 
do so well in Latin. 

How about your Mathematics ? 

Not so good, only s5 so. 

Who were the examiners ? 

Oh, Professor What’s-his-name and 
Doctor So-and-so. I didn’t notice 
their names. 

How did you get here so soon ? 

I came by car | so as to be in time f6r 
dinner. 

I suppose Richard | didn’t do quite so 
well. Did he pass ? 

Not so far as I know. 


B. Questions 

1. Was the exam as difficult as Y expected ? 

2. How did Y do in History ? 

3. How did Y do in Latin ? 

4. Were Y’s Mathematics good ? 

5. Who were the examiners ? 

0. Why did he come by car ? 

7. Did Richard pass ? 
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C. Guide Words 


1. - you- the ex ! It 

-n’t - d a a ! 

I was - - in H, but 1 -n’t 
- Latin 

2.- Mathematics ? 

N —, only — 

8. Who — e.s ? 

Oh, Prof. - & Dr. - + 
I didn’t — names 

4. How- soon ? 

I — car - dinner 

5* I - Richard -n’t — q — 

+ - pass ? 

N-I- 


D. Exercises 

So soon, So late, So very late, So (very) early. 

In (good) time for. Make sentences: 

7.45 In good time for breakfast. 

7.55 Just in time for breakfast. 

Lunch - 12.30 12.55 

Tea - 3.80 3.55 

Dinner - 6.30 6.55 

1. The sea was not as rough as you expected. (IX) 

2. The apple crop is good ; but [were the pears good] ? (2X) 

8. Mrs. - and Mrs. - were there : I forget their 

names. (8Y) 

4. Why have you come [after 10 o’clock] ? Why couldn’t 
you come [early enough for] dinner ? (D, 4Y) 

5. Why do you get up at 6 in the morning ? (D) 

6. I can’t be certain, but I believe that he has never 
been out of England. (5Y) 

7. I hear that you have joined the navy ! (IX) 

8. Was it a wonderful film ?A-[No, average or poor.] (2Y) 
0. He won the half-mile race, but was less successful in 

the high jump. (1Y) 

10. I shall pass in Algebra, but I am weak in Geometry. 
(1Y, 2Y) 




